
Nightclubs, Bars and Restaurants 

Citizen Advisory Group Meeting 

May 9, 2013 



TONIGHT’S AGENDA 

• Welcome and Introductions 
 

• Summary of Purpose and Goals 
 

• Recap of Last Meeting 
– Poll Results 

 
• Recommendations 

 
• Break-out Session 

 
• Next Steps 
 

 



 
It has become increasingly difficult to 
determine differences between uses that 
primarily serve food and those that primarily 
serve alcoholic beverages but may also serve 
food and provide forms of entertainment. 
  
Purpose and goals of this effort are to: 
 Adequately define the uses 
 Develop standards to minimize adverse 

impacts to nearby residential areas and, 
 Provide more flexibility to businesses 
 

 

 
 

 

Nightclubs Bars and Restaurants 
Text  Amendment Purpose & Goals 

 



 
 
 

Restaurant is defined as: 
An establishment designed, in whole  
or in part, to accommodate the  
consumption of food and/or beverages. 

 

 
 

 
 

Current Regulations 

Nightclub is defined as: 
Any commercial establishment 
serving alcoholic beverages 
and providing entertainment 
for patrons including bars, 
lounges, and cabarets. 
 
, lounges, and cabarets. 

  



RESTAURANTS 
 

 Definition doesn’t 
reflect current uses 
 

 Currently are not 
allowed to have any 
form of 
entertainment 
 

 Can create 
secondary impacts 

 

NBL 
 

 Definition too broad 
 

 Separation requirement 
up to 400’ 
(approximately a city 
block) 
 

 Can create secondary 
impacts 

 
 

Issues 

  



RECAP OF MARCH MEETING 

CAG OPINION 
Polling Results 



CAG OPINION  
POLL RESULTS 

1. Restaurants or nightclubs, bars and lounges 
should not have separate definitions 
 

2. Entertainment should be included for 
restaurants or nightclubs, bars and lounges 
 

3. There should be no separation requirement for 
restaurants or nightclubs, bars and lounges 
abutting a residential district  
 

4. Uses that have no entertainment should not 
have a separation distance 

 



CAG OPINION  
POLL RESULTS 

5. There should be no requirements for 
restaurants or nightclubs, bars and lounges 
based on size 
 

6. Hours of operation should not be regulated for 
nightclubs, bars or lounges 
 

7. No special zoning districts are necessary for 
restaurants or nightclubs, bars and lounges 



QUESTIONS 



DRAFT 
RECOMMENDATIONS 



RECOMMENDATIONS 











COMPARISON 

















QUESTIONS 



SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES 



SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



BREAKOUT SESSION 

C.A.G. FEEDBACK 



QUESTIONS 

• What do you like about the recommendations 
from a 
– Business  Perspective? 
– Neighbor Perspective? 

 

• What do you dislike about the recommendations 
from a 
– Business  Perspective? 
– Neighbor Perspective? 

 

• What changes (if any) do you propose? 
 



REPORT OUT 

• Group 1 
 

• Group 2 
 

• Group 3 
 

• Group 4 



NEXT STEPS 

• Wrap-up and Next Steps 
–Next meeting TBD 

 
Please visit our website at 

charlotteplanning.org 
 

• Agendas 
• Updates 
• PowerPoint Presentations 
• Minutes 
 



RESOURCE 

 



TWO TYPES OF ESTABLISHMENTS 
 

 Type 1:  An establishment where 
food is prepared and beverages may 
be provided, excluding alcohol. 
Entertainment may be provided. 

 

 Type 2:  An establishment where  
alcohol is consumed; food and other 
beverages are optional and there is 
late night entertainment. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 22 communities surveyed:  
Atlanta, Austin, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, 
Cincinnati, Columbia, Davidson, Ft. Worth, 
Greenville, Huntersville, Indianapolis, 
Memphis/Shelby Co., Miami/Dade Co., 
Nashville/Davidson Co., New York, 
Philadelphia, Phoenix, Raleigh, San Francisco, 
Seattle, Washington DC 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Research on other Jurisdictions 
 Summary of Findings 

 

 



Restaurants Nightclubs & Bars 

Definitions Most have one Most have one; some have 
multiple 

Entertainment in 
the definition? 

Most do not include 
“entertainment” 

Most include 
“entertainment”; only 5 
define 

Food or beverages 
in the definition? 

Most include food or 
beverage 

Most include food or 
beverage 

Alcohol in the 
definitions? 

Most reference alcohol 
or non-alcohol 

Most reference alcohol 

 

Research on other Jurisdictions  
Summary of Findings 



Restaurants Nightclubs & Bars 
Separation 
Distances? 

Half have separation 
distances ranging 
from 25’’ to 1500’ 

Nearly half have separation 
distances ranging from 100’ 
to 2500’ 
 

Outdoor 
regulations? 

Most have outdoor 
dining regulations 

A few have outdoor 
regulations 
 

Zoning districts? Most allow in non-
residential districts 

Most allow in commercial, 
neighborhood commercial 
mixed use and industrial 
zoning districts. 
 

Research on other Jurisdictions  
Summary of Findings 



Restaurants Nightclubs & Bars 
Other permits or 
licenses? 

Some include other 
permits beyond 
alcohol such as late 
hours permit, music, 
outdoor dining areas, 
live entertainment, etc 

Most include other permits or 
licenses beyond alcohol 
permits: late hours permit, 
music permit, conditional use 
permit for live entertainment 
or dancing, special use 
permit for outdoor patio, 
special exception permit for 
hours past midnight, public 
hearings, patron dancing 
permit, outdoor dining 
permit, use permit, amplified 
music permit, outdoor music 
permit, good neighbor policy 
conditions. 
 

Research on other Jurisdictions  
Summary of Findings 



CAG May 5, 2013 Opinion Survey Results 



1. Should Restaurants 
have a unique and 
separate definition 
from Nightclubs, Bars, 
and Lounges? 

2. Should the definition 
for Restaurants be the 
same as the State ABC? 

3. Should the definition 
for Restaurant include 
the word 
“Entertainment”? 

What’s the Major Issue or Concern? 

RESTAURANTS NIGHTCLUBS, BARS & LOUNGES 

Definitions 
4.  Should there be a 

separate definition for a 
Nightclub, a Bar, and a 
Lounge? 

5.  Should the definition for 
Nightclubs, Bars, and 
Lounges include the word 
“Entertainment”? 

6.   Should the word 
“Entertainment” be 
defined? 

 



Should Restaurants have a unique and separate 
definition from Nightclubs, Bars, and Lounges? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should the definition for Restaurants be the 
same as the State ABC? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should the definition for Restaurants include the 
word “Entertainment”? 

OPINION SURVEY 

A. Yes 
B. No 



Should there be a separate definition for a 
Nightclub, a Bar, and a Lounge? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should the definition for Nightclubs, Bars, and 
Lounges include the word “Entertainment”? 

OPINION SURVEY 

A. Yes 
B. No 



Should the word “Entertainment” be defined? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



1.  Should a restaurant 
that has no 
entertainment have a 
separation requirement 
if it abuts a residential 
zoning district? 

2.  Should a restaurant 
have a separation 
requirement if it abuts 
a residential zoning 
district and it  includes 
“entertainment”? 

 
 

What’s the Major Issue or Concern? 

RESTAURANTS NIGHTCLUBS, BARS & LOUNGES 

Separation 
3.  Should a N-B-L have a 

separation requirement 
if it abuts a residential 
zoning district? 

4.  Should N-B-L located in 
urban districts or 
unique locations have 
different  separation 
requirements? 

 

 



Should a restaurant that has no entertainment 
have a separation requirement if it abuts a 
residential zoning district? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should a restaurant have a separation 
requirement if it abuts a residential zoning 
district and it  includes “entertainment”? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should a N-B-L have a separation requirement if 
it abuts a residential zoning district? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should N-B-L located in urban districts or 
unique locations have different  separation 
requirements? 

OPINION SURVEY 

A. Yes 
B. No 



What distance should a restaurant with 
“Entertainment” be located from a residential 
use? 

A. No distance 
Requirement 

B. 100 feet 
C. 150 feet 
D. 200 feet 
E. 250 feet 
F. Greater than 250 feet 



What distance should a Nightclub be located 
from a residential use? 

A. No distance 
Requirement 

B. 100 feet 
C. 150 feet 
D. 200 feet 
E. 250 feet 
F. Greater than 250 feet 

OPINION SURVEY 



What distance should a Bar or Lounge be located 
from a residential use? 

A. No distance 
Requirement 

B. 100 feet 
C. 150 feet 
D. 200 feet 
E. 250 feet 
F. Greater than 250 feet 

OPINION SURVEY 



1.  Should any 
requirements for 
Restaurants with 
entertainment be 
established according 
to the size of the 
establishment? 

 

 

What’s the Major Issue or Concern? 

RESTAURANTS NIGHTCLUBS, BARS & LOUNGES 

Size 
2.  Should any 

requirements for N-B-L 
be established 
according to the size of 
the establishment? 

 

 



Should any requirements for Restaurants with 
entertainment be established according to the 
size of the establishment? 
  

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should any requirement for N-B-L be established 
according to the size of the establishment? 

OPINION SURVEY 

A. Yes 
B. No 



1.  Should hours of 
operation be regulated 
for Restaurants 
w/entertainment? 

What’s the Major Issue or Concern? 

RESTAURANTS NIGHTCLUBS, BARS & LOUNGES 

Hours of Operation 
2.  Should hours of 

operation be regulated 
for N-B-L? 



Should hours of operation be regulated for 
Restaurants w/entertainment? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should hours of operation be regulated for 
N-B-L? 

OPINION SURVEY 

A. Yes 
B. No 



What’s the Major Issue or Concern? 

1.  Should special zoning 
districts be developed 
to allow Restaurants 
w/entertainment? 

RESTAURANTS NIGHTCLUBS, BARS & LOUNGES 

Zoning Districts 
2.  Should special zoning 

districts be developed 
to allow N-B-L? 



Should special zoning districts be developed to 
allow Restaurants w/entertainment? 

A. Yes 
B. No 

OPINION SURVEY 



Should special zoning districts be developed to 
allow N-B-L? 

OPINION SURVEY 

A. Yes 
B. No 





This image cannot currently be displayed.
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