
Restaurants, Bars and Nightclubs

CITIZENS ADVISORY GROUP MEETING

August 25, 2011



TONIGHT’S AGENDA

• Welcome

• Introductions

• Project Background 

• Meeting Purpose

• Citizen Advisory Group and Staff Roles

• Process Timeline

• Overview of Current Regulations

• Issue Identification

– Breakout Group Discussion

• Report Back

• Wrap-up/Next Steps



INTRODUCTIONS

• Name

• Organization or 
interest you 
represent



PROJECT  BACKGROUND

Ordinance was adopted in 1958 and revised in 1988.  
Charlotte has become more urban and uses are now 
much closer together.  

It has become increasingly difficult to determine 
differences between restaurants and nightclubs. 

The question now is whether the current zoning 
definitions and standards from the past are still 
appropriate today.

Our goal is to adequately describe the uses and to 
develop standards so that there is no adverse impact 
to nearby residential areas.



MEETING PURPOSE

Meeting Objectives:

1. Explain Citizen Advisory Role and Process.  
Provide information on project background, 
process, schedule and current regulations

2. Identify issues and concerns with zoning 
ordinance current definitions and standards for 
nightclubs and restaurants



RESPONSIBILITIES

Citizen Advisory Group (CAG):

• Help identify issues and concerns

• Help identify possible solutions

• Provide feedback on staff recommendations

• Attend and participate in meetings



RESPONSIBILITIES

Staff:

• Educate and inform 

• Help identify issues and concerns

• Help identify possible solutions

• Attend and facilitate meetings

• Develop and present recommendations to 
Planning Commission and City Council



PROCESS  TIMELINE

Four month process:

August 25      – Meet with CAG & Identify Issues

September 15 – Review Issues & Identify Solutions

CAG and Staff 

September 22 – Review & Revise Options - CAG and Staff

October  20    – Draft Text Amendment  - Staff

November 18  – Revision of Draft (if necessary)- Staff

December 15  – Final Draft



OUTCOME

Final product could be a recommended 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance addressing 
restaurant and nightclub uses that will need to be 
approved by Council. 



CURRENT REGULATIONS

Nightclub is defined as:

Any commercial establishment serving alcoholic 
beverages and providing entertainment for patrons 
including bars, lounges, and cabarets.



CURRENT REGULATIONS

Restaurant is defined as:

• An establishment designed, in whole or in part, to 
accommodate the consumption of food and/or 
beverages.



GROUP EXERCISES



Cyclonica’s
LUNCH AND DINNER – 11 AM TO 2 AM

Join us for billiards and karaoke

No cover charge ever!

SERVING NACHOS, WINGS, 

BURGERS, FRIES, Shakes, 

BEER, WINE, and 

ALCOHOLIC DRINKS

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pollsb.com/photos/o/40902-hot_wings.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pollsb.com/polls/spicy_chicken_wings&usg=__v76kiNFfrKv2haPlTTDJS3uB4j8=&h=337&w=459&sz=29&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=yjLq6u284pQu8M:&tbnh=94&tbnw=128&ei=4sFTTtuCCIPHgAeY861E&prev=/search?q=chicken+wings&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cache2.allpostersimages.com/p/LRG/16/1654/TCJGD00Z/posters/beer-bottles-decisions.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Beer-Bottles-Decisions-Posters_i1334128_.htm&usg=__MmXV7haWsovSpoWSq3Sdm-f2en4=&h=450&w=357&sz=101&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&tbnid=iO3nhmkXaWZuGM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=101&ei=2sNTToiKCIbagAeFv5wm&prev=/search?q=beer+bottles&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.foodchannel.com/media/recipes/images/_thumbs/Superbowlmarg_sq_jpg_300x300_crop_q85.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.foodchannel.com/recipes/recipe/margaritas-for-a-crowd/&usg=__gFtG7n8K8ggJWzuca6adb0pbuMw=&h=300&w=300&sz=18&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=qrlb0Pi2-onyVM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&ei=nMRTTsPeJJLegQeVsJAg&prev=/search?q=margaritas+for+a+crowd&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://studentorgs.unc.edu/cusa/images/eventlist/events/karaoke1_1271119874.jpg&imgrefurl=http://studentorgs.unc.edu/cusa/index.php/events/details/24-karaoke-dinner&usg=__7BUjJ5X2PsEQ-hoPlkSt5lJd15s=&h=446&w=800&sz=63&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=H9gayHZfd80FgM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=143&ei=NcdTTp2fLoTTgQenqvk1&prev=/images?q=karaoke&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1


2 Gals 
Burgers and Beer

Hours:  11 am to 9 pm



Enigma



Dinner & Show Times:  
Friday and Saturday:  6 pm dinner; 7 pm show

Alcoholic beverages available – Must be 21

To purchase tickets please call 704.555.1313

DINNER AND A MYSTERY BISTRO  



DISCUSSION 

Each group  - Scriber (1) and Presenter (1)

Discuss Similarities of Nightclubs, Bars and 
Restaurants 

Discuss Differences  of Nightclubs, Bars and 
Restaurants

Discuss (if any) Secondary Impacts of Uses



NEXT STEPS

• Wrap-up and Next Steps

–September 15, 2011

– Identify potential solutions 



MORE INFORMATION

Please visit our website at

charlotteplanning.org

• Agendas

• Updates

• PowerPoint Presentations


