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COMMUNITY 10 COMMUNITIES WITH OUTDOOR DINING 
REGULATIONS FOR RESTAURANTS 

 
Atlanta, GA • Allowed, but no music or live entertainment outside. 
Austin, TX • 500 sq. ft. or less in size 

• 50’ to single family residential 
 

Baltimore, MD • Compact area 
• Maintain 5’ sidewalk clearance. 

 
Chicago, IL • Allowed, at grade and on roof tops with permit 

• Compatible with the are in terms of hours of operation, lighting, 
noise, traffic generation (established through special use permit). 
 

Cincinnati, OH • Outdoor areas that are less than 100’ from Residential requires a 
conditional use permit 

• Outdoor area within 500’ of Residential can’t exceed 50% of indoor 
area. 

• Outdoor areas within 500’ of Residential can have no audio/visual 
equipment or sound amplification. 
 

Davidson, NC • Outdoor seating limited to 50% of total seating capacity of 
restaurant. 

• 5’ sidewalk clearance. 
 

Greenville, SC • Outdoor café requires permit.  No loudspeaker, radio, public address 
system, or sound amplifier. 

• Beer and wine only to seated patrons at tables. 
 

Miami/Dade 
County, FL 

• 42” clearance for sidewalk passage. 
• No outdoor food preparation or cooking in Neighborhood 

Commercial districts.   
• Unamplified music permitted. 

 
Phoenix, AZ 
 

• Allowed as accessory with a use permit. 
• Outdoor food prep and cooking requires a permit, and has conditions. 

Raleigh, NC • Outdoor music permitted with public hearing and special use permit. 
• Outdoor music may be permitted along corridor 300’ of any major or 

minor thoroughfare, interstate or Federal Aid Primary Highway. 
• Amplified entertainment permit required for interior. 

  
 


