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COMMUNITY 11 COMMUNITIES WITH SEPARATION 
DISTANCES FOR RESTAURANTS 

 

Protect 
Residential 
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  Outdoor 
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Parking 
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Separation 
Atlanta, GA • 300’ to Residential use if Alcohol sold 

 
 X    

Austin, TX • 200’ parking area to Residential unless in 
shopping center 

• 50’ Outdoor dining to single family Residential 
• Other Restrictions for Nearby Residential: 

• Limited Restaurant (no alcohol) prohibited 
from abutting property zoned/used as 
urban family residential or more restrictive 
district. 

• General Restaurant: If located less than 
540’ to single family use/district a public 
hearing is required to meet Compatibility 
Development Standards. 

 

X   X X 

Cincinnati, OH • 10’ buffer on side/rear yard if abut Residential 
district. 

• By state law, schools, churches, libraries, public 
playgrounds, parks, can object to the sales of 
liquor within 500’ within 30 days of notification. 

• Other Restrictions for Nearby Residential 
• Outdoor areas on public sidewalks or 

alleys of limited or full-service restaurants 
that are within 100’ of a Residential 
district require conditional use approval. 

• Outdoor areas cannot exceed 50% of 
indoor area within 500’ of Residential 
districts, without conditional use approval. 

X X  X  
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• Entertainment in limited or full-service 

restaurants prohibited within 500’ of 
residential districts unless conditional use 
approval obtained.  

Columbia, SC • 300’ state law to church, school or playground 
inside City if alcohol sales. 

• 500’ state law separation to church, school, or 
playground if outside City limits, if alcohol sales. 

 

X X X   

Greenville, SC • 300’ state law separation from restaurant with 
alcohol sales to protected uses (church, school 
playground) inside City. 

• 500’ state law separation from restaurant with 
alcohol sales to church, school, playground 
outside City limits. 

• Other Restrictions for Nearby Residential: 
• Sound amplification after midnight 

prohibited. 
• Exterior doors closed except for 

ingress/egress between midnight and 5:00 
am. 

• No outdoor live entertainment on private 
property unless separate approval obtained. 

• No device/loudspeaker, radio, sound 
amplification permitted for outdoor cafés. 
 

X X X   

Indianapolis, IN • 100’ to Residential and to Protected Districts X  X   
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(hospital, parks university, church or school 
districts) 
 

Memphis/Shelby 
County, TN 

• 150’ separation from single family Residential 
district for Restaurants and Restaurants selling 
alcohol in Office districts. 

• 1500’ separation for restaurants with alcohol sales 
to church, school, park, library, retail liquor store 
within City for Restaurants that serve alcohol. 

• 500’ separation for restaurants with alcohol sales 
to any church, school, park, library, retail liquor 
store in violation of the Zoning Ordinance, 
located in City for Restaurants that serve alcohol. 

• 300’ separation for restaurants with beer sales to 
any Residence, school, church, or place of public 
gathering outside City limits. 

 

X X X X  

Miami/Dade County 
FL   

• Restaurants serving alcohol: 1500’ from another 
existing business selling alcoholic beverages 
(except when accessory to a restaurant in any 
industrial or commercial district). 

• Restaurants serving alcohol: 2,500’ separation to 
churches and public schools. 

• Restaurants in industrial districts: If within 500’ 
of urban residential, single family estate or 
neighborhood business, then a public hearing is 
required for approval.  Requirements: 

X X X   
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• 250’ separation to single family estate, 

urban residential or neighborhood business, 
if use is confined in building and exterior 
openings don’t face the districts listed 
above. 

• 500’ separation to urban residential, single 
family estate or neighborhood business 
districts, if there are exterior activities/uses. 

 
Phoenix, AZ • 500’ separation to Residential district for Outdoor 

Recreation Uses, Outdoor Dining, and Outdoor 
Alcohol consumption. 

• 100’ separation to Residential district. 
• 300’ to Residential district for Outdoor Cooking 

areas. 
• 300’ to Residential district for Restaurants located  

in shopping center districts 
• Music or entertainment (other than recorded 

music or one entertainer):  300’ in Downtown 
Core to Residential district  

• Patron Dancing:   300’ to Residential district. 

X X  X  

Raleigh, NC • Outdoor music at Restaurant: May be amplified if 
300’ from ROW of any major or minor 
thoroughfare, interstate, or Federal aid primary 
highway. 

   X  

Washington D.C. • 25’separation to Residential district for 
Restaurants and Fast Food establishments. 

X     
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