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COMMUNITY 10 COMMUNITIES WITH SEPARATION DISTANCES 
FOR NIGHTCLUBS, BARS, OR LOUNGES 

 

Protect 
Residential 

Protect 
Specific Uses 

Outdoor 
Areas 

Parking 
Area 

Separation 

Limit 
Decibels 

Charlotte, NC • 100’ to Residential  use/district in UMUD, MUDD       
• 400’ to Residential use and/or district in other districts 

 

X     

Atlanta, GA • 300’ to Residential use 
• 300’ to library, hospital, mental health care facility, tattoo 

parlor 
• 500’ to church,  park 
• 600’ to schools, colleges, youth organization, recreational 

facility for children under 18. 
• If located in shopping center with 30,000+ sq. ft. and in which 

a library is located, exempt from separation. 
 

X X    

Austin, TX • 200’ parking area to Residential unless in shopping center 
• 300’ state law separation distance to churches, schools, day 

care 
• 540’ to Residential requires CUP for Compatibility 

Development Standards. 
 

X  X  X  

Cincinnati, OH • 10’ buffer on side/rear yard if abut Residential district 
• 500’ state law separation to schools, churches, libraries, public 

playgrounds, parks.  These nearby uses can object to the sales 
of liquor within 30 days of notification. 

 

X X    

Columbia, SC • 400’ to another drinking establishment 
• 600’ to school or church 
• 300’ state law to playground inside City. 
• 500’ state law separation to playground if outside City limits. 
 

 X    



Link 10 
 

Greenville, SC • 300’ state law separation to protected uses (church, school 
playground inside City. 

• 500’ state law separation to same protected uses 
 

 X    

Indianapolis, IN • 100’ to Residential and to Protected Districts (hospital, parks 
university, church or school districts) 

• 500’ to commercial amusement/recreation establishment 
catering to people under 21.  
 

X X    

Memphis/Shelby 
County, TN 

• 1500’ separation to church, school, park, library, retail liquor 
store within City. 

• 500’ to any church, school, park, library, retail liquor store in 
violation of the Zoning Ordinance, located in City. 

• 500’ to Single Family Residential outside City limits. 
• 300’ for  beer to school, residence, church, public gathering 

place outside City limits.  
 

X X    

Miami/Dade County 
FL   

• 1500’ from another existing business selling alcoholic 
beverages (except when cocktail lounge or bar is accessory to 
a restaurant in any industrial or commercial district). 

• 2,500’ separation to churches and public schools. 
• Cocktail lounges or bars in restaurants may be exempt from 

separation distances if conditions are met. 
• Nightclubs in hotels and motels may be exempt from 

separation distances if conditions are met. 
 

 X    

Nashville/Davidson 
County Metro, TN 

• 500’ to Residential property 

 
 

X     
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Phoenix, AZ • 500’ separation to Residential district for Outdoor Recreation 
Uses, Outdoor Dining, and Outdoor Alcohol consumption. 

• 300’ to Residential district for Bars over 5,000 sq. ft. 
• 300’ to Residential district for Outdoor Preparation and 

Cooking areas. 
• 300’ to Residential district for Bars and Cocktail lounges in 

shopping center districts 
• 300’ to Residential district for Bars, Taverns, and Lounges in 

downtown core. 
 

X  X   

San Francisco, CA None     X  
Observe Noise 

Ordinance when 
100’ from 

Residnetial during 
10 pm to 6 am 

Davidson, NC None     X  
No sound 

amplification 
over 60+ 

decibels on 
Residential 

property within 
300’ 

  
 


