Submitted by: Katie Daughtry, Asset and Facility Management Initiated by: Jim Garges, Director of Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation

MANDATORY REFERRAL-REPORT NO. 16-48
Proposed Exchange of Land at Westmoreland Regional Park in Cornelius

PROJECT PROPOSAL AND LOCATION:

Mecklenburg County proposes to exchange a portion of tax parcel 005-071-12 (+ 958 square feet) known as
Westmoreland Regional Park for a portion of tax parcel 005-071-22 (+ 958 square feet) located in Cornelius on Robbins
Park Drive. The property is vacant and is zoned NR (Neighborhood Residential), according to the Town of Cornelius
Zoning Ordinance. The property is surrounded by residential uses to the north and Westmoreland Regional Park to the
south, east and west.

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION:

The Town of Cornelius recently completed improvements to the nearby pond which included new dams, fishing piers and
accessible trails. When the Town submitted plans for these improvements to LUESA for review, County Storm Water
required an enlargement of the level spreader to make it work in conjunction with the new dam for the park pond. The new
level spreader was larger than the one previously approved, but not installed, by the developer of the Preserve at Robbins
Park, the adjacent single-family residential development. The developer and the HOA for the Preserve at Robbins Park
has agreed to incorporate the additional land needed to accommodate the larger level spreader into the HOA common
area which will be maintained in perpetuity by the HOA. Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation has agreed to this
exchange as it has no impact on the current use of the park.

CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PUBLIC POLICIES:
This exchange does not reduce the usable acreage for Westmoreland Regional Park thereby maintaining consistency
with the Town’s Park and Recreation Master Plan.

CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED LAND USE PLANS:
The proposed action is consistent with the Town of Cornelius generalized Land Use Plan. This Plan has no parcel-
specific land use recommendations, but does acknowledge the importance of community amenities such as open space.

PROJECT IMPACT:
Exchanging this property with the adjoining property owner will allow for long term maintenance of the level spreader by
the HOA.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROJECTS:
There are no other public or private projects being impacted by this project.

ESTIMATED PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:
This project is for the land exchange only and is expected to be completed early 2017.

JOINT USE TASK FORCE REVIEW COMMENTS:
The Joint Use Task Force discussed this matter at their November 2, 2016 meeting and no joint use comments were
offered.

TOWN OF CORNELIUS STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Town staff support this proposed property exchange.

Rationale:

e The proposed exchange has no impact on the current use of the park.

e The LUESA required level spreader design change dictated the size and location of the device. The change was
required by the County and the HOA agreed to allow the larger structure to be built on their property, including
maintaining it in perpetuity. This is a beneficial situation for the County, the Town and the HOA.

Adopted Goals and Policies:
e Consistent with Robbins Park Community Master Plan.
e Consistent with all Town adopted land use plans and policies.

CMPC PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
At their November 15, 2016 meeting the Planning Committee recommended approval by a 7-0 vote.

Staff resource: Jonathan Wells
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