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MANDATORY REFERRAL REPORT NO. 14-36  

Proposed Acquisition and Lease in Northwest Charlotte for Long Creek Park and Greenway  
 

PROJECT PROPOSAL AND LOCATION:   
Mecklenburg County proposes to acquire tax parcel 033-231-10 (±21.388 acres) along Long Creek in Charlotte’s 
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction. The property proposed for acquisition is off Simpson Road and is currently vacant and zoned 
R-3 (Single Family Residential) according to the Charlotte Zoning Ordinance.  
 
In addition, it is proposed that the County lease from the NC Department of Transportation an additional 14 parcels 
totaling 144.358 acres nearby and to assemble the acquired and leased properties in the area to eventually create a park 
and Long Creek Greenway.  This property (detailed in the table below) was acquired for the Interstate 485 right-of-way 
and is no longer needed for that completed project.  
 

Parcel # Acreage Zoning Area Plan and Land Use Recommendation 

033-221-12 17.518 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Parks & 
Open Space and Greenway 

033-221-13 10.525 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Parks & 
Open Space and Greenway 

033-221-14 2.58 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Parks & 
Open Space 

033-221-15 1.49 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Parks & 
Open Space 

033-221-16 19.70 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Parks & 
Open Space and Greenway 

033-221-17 13.665 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Single-
Family Residential (<4DUA) and Greenway 

033-221-20 17.88 R-3 single family residential 
Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002); Single-
Family Residential (<4DUA) and Greenway 

033-221-21 17.92 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

033-064-08 3.67 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

033-231-20 10.85 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

033-231-21 5.80 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

033-231-22 5.60 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

033-231-23 4.87 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

033-231-25 12.29 R-3 single family residential 
West Side Strategic Plan (2000); Parks & Open Space 
and Greenway 

TOTAL 144.358  

 
All the property is vacant although it is traversed by overhead electrical transmission lines.  It is surrounded by vacant 
property and a few single-family residences.  The northern boundary is formed by I-485, the western boundary by 
Brookshire Boulevard (NC 16), and the southern boundary by Long Creek. 
 
PROJECT JUSTIFICATION:   
Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation sees an opportunity to use expand its recreational presence in this area by 
using both the property proposed for acquisition and to be leased for park purposes, including running trails, passive open 
space and possibly mountain bike trails with support facilities such as parking and restrooms located on the Shuffletown 
Community Park property, immediately to the west of the State property. The park could potentially host activities and 
events that would be a regional draw. Long Creek Greenway trail would also be extended through this property along the 
creek to connect to Shuffletown Community Park, creating another amenity for the community. Long Creek is an identified 
greenway corridor in the 2008 Park and Recreation Master Plan. 
 
The property identified for acquisition is considered to be a significant parcel, in that it is home to a Piedmont Alluvial 
Forest (see attached information sheet) and upland forest and has high quality natural areas that have only been 
minimally impacted by invasive species. This area is contiguous to similar habitat on adjacent County-owned property and 
is helping to project the water quality of the Long Creek watershed. The area is also providing important habitat for a 



 

variety of resident and migratory wildlife. Broad-winged Hawk, an uncommon nesting species within the County, was 
documented as breeding on the property during Park and Recreation’s site visit. 
 
County Park and Recreation is also proposing a long term lease with NCDOT for over 144 acres of residual properties 
originally purchased for the construction of I-485. The NCDOT property stretches along Long Creek from Brookshire 
Boulevard to just short of Oakdale Road, and would be a good means of completing this segment of Long Creek 
greenway while connecting with the Shuffletown Community Park property immediately to the west.   
 
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PUBLIC POLICIES:    
The Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation 10 Year Master Plan (2008) supports creating and expanding parks that 
have the capacity to support regional events and encourages the expansion of the County’s greenway system. The 
acquisition of this parcel also meets the goals of the County’s Surface Water Improvement and Management policy (1996) 
by taking the parcel out of play for future development ensuring the protection of the creek and tributaries.   
 
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED LAND USE PLANS:   
The property proposed for acquisition (tax parcel 033-231-10) lies within the Northwest District Plan (adopted 1990), 
which recommends the location of single-family land uses (up to 4 DUA) and greenway.  
 
The land proposed to be leased from the NC Department of Transportation includes several parcels, seven of which are 
included in the Brookshire/I-485 Interchange Study (2002), and seven that are in the West Side Strategic Plan (2000). The 
adopted land uses are listed in the table above and are generally consistent with the proposed use for park space and a 
greenway. Portions of two parcels are recommended for single-family land uses (up to 4 DUA). 
 
Adopted land use policy plans do not identify all areas that are appropriate for planned or future parks and/or greenways. 
Typically, parks and greenways are compatible with the surrounding single-family land uses. The use of the property for a 
greenway meets the plan’s intent to foster a livable and attractive quality community and will reduce the impact on 
environmentally sensitive land. 
 
PROJECT IMPACT:  
There is no known impact to other public projects.   
 
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROJECTS:   
There are no known other projects in the vicinity. 
 
ESTIMATED PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:    
This project is for land acquisition and lease only and is expected to be completed by late fall/early winter 2014 
 
JOINT USE TASK FORCE REVIEW COMMENTS:  
No joint use comments were offered.  However, in response to a question about the length of the lease, County staff 
replied that they’re looking at a 50-year lease with the NCDOT. 
 
PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
The proposed use of the property as a greenway meets the plan’s intent to foster a livable and attractive quality 
community and will reduce the impact on environmentally sensitive land. Staff recommends approval of the land 
acquisition and land lease to be used for a park space and a greenway.  

 
CMPC PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
At their September 16, 2014 meeting the Planning Committee recommended approval by a 5-0 vote. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff resource:  Amanda Vari 



 

 



 

 


