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MANDATORY REFERRAL REPORT NO. 11-11  

 Proposed County Acquisition of Land in Pineville as Future Parkland 
 

PROJECT PROPOSAL AND LOCATION:   
This project is the proposed acquisition of +/- 52 acres included in Tax Parcel 221-032-33 in the southerly portion of the 
County within the Town of Pineville.  The property is currently vacant (except for a private home in the northeastern 
portion property which will be subdivided out prior to acquisition and is therefore not subject to this project).  The property 
is situated immediately south of a +/- 41 acre tract of County owned property that is leased to the Town of Pineville for 
Pineville Community Park and the +/- 71 acres Jack Hughes Park (owned by the Town of Pineville). Acquisition of this site 
would be a joint venture among the County, the Town of Pineville, and Catawba Lands Conservancy (CLC).  Once 
acquired, the subject property will be owned by the County and leased to the Town, with CLC holding a conservation 
easement on the property.  The Town envisions mostly passive recreation on the property which will include a greenway 
trail (Little Sugar Creek Greenway).  
 
The property is zoned R-12 Residential (single family residential with minimum 12,000 square foot lots) under Pineville’s 
Zoning Ordinance.  
 
PROJECT JUSTIFICATION:   
Expanding existing park sites to create larger contiguous acreage provides opportunities for locating multiple outdoor 
recreation facilities in combination with protection of tree cover, wildlife corridors and streams.  The Town of Pineville is 
supportive of adding this tract to expand and connect the existing land holdings in the Town. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PUBLIC POLICIES:    
This project is consistent with the 2008 Mecklenburg County Parks Master Plan objectives, and the Little Sugar Creek 
Greenway (Little Sugar Creek forms a portion of the site’s southern boundary) is contained within the 2008 Mecklenburg 
County Greenway Master Plan.  This project is tied to the 2008 parks plan and to objectives focused on expanding 
existing open space/park sites where feasible. 
 
Recreational uses are allowed by-right in the current R-12 zoning classification for this parcel.  
 
CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED LAND USE PLANS:   
Establishment of a park at this location is consistent with the Town of Pineville Future Land Use Plan (2000), which calls 
for low-density residential on this site.  Since parkland is a permitted use in a residential district, the Town considers that 
consistent with the Plan. 
 
PROJECT IMPACT:   
This project takes this tract out of play for future residential development and creates three large contiguous public land 
holdings in the Town of Pineville.   
 
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROJECTS:   
This property is to be utilized as open space/park land.  It does not affect any other known public projects in this area.  
 
ESTIMATED PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:    
This project for is land acquisition only and is expected to be completed by the end of August. The timeframe for 
development of future park facilities will be determine at a later date.  
 
JOINT USE TASK FORCE REVIEW COMMENTS:  
The Joint Use Task Force has not reviewed this proposed transaction. 
 
PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Town of Pineville staff have expressed support for this proposed transaction.  Planning staff recommends approval. 
 
CMPC PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
At their July 19, 2011 meeting the Planning Committee recommended approval by a 6-0 vote. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Staff resource:  Jonathan Wells 



 
 



 

 



 

 


