
MANDATORY REFERRAL REPORT NO. 00-32 

CHARLOTTE MECKLENBURG PLANNING COMMISSION 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY PARK and RECREATION 

LAND EXCHANGE for PARK EXPANSION and NEW PARKS 

 

 

 

PROJECT LOCATION 

 

The properties proposed to be exchanged include (1) County-owned parcels at I-485 and 

Independence Boulevard and (2) American Property Development Company (APDC) adjoining 

L. C. Coleman Park and Northwest School of the Arts, property off Back Creek Church Road, 

and property off Eastfield Road (SEE ATTACHED MAPS).  

 

PROJECT PROPOSAL 

 

This proposed project calls for the exchange of County-owned tax parcels 215-081-15, 215-231-

02, and 215-231-01 at I-485 and Independence Boulevard for APDC-owned tax parcels 069-093-

31, 069-093-32, 069-093-33, 069-093-35, 069-093-39, 069-093-12, 069-093-05, and 069-093-13 

adjoining L.C. Coleman Park and Northwest School of the Arts; tax parcel 051-191-13 off Back 

Creek Church Road; and tax parcel 021-122-01 on Eastfield Road. The County property was 

originally assembled for a landfill. The County property contains +/- 158 acres and is currently 

zoned R-4 and B-2. The APDC property at the L.C. Coleman Park (zoned R-5) includes +/- 5 

acres and will expand the park from 12 acres to 17 acres. The two parcels at Back Creek Church 

Road (+/- 78 acres) and Eastfield Road (+/- 115 acres) are new sites within the district park size 

classification. The Back Creek Church Road site is zoned R-3 and the Eastfield Road site is 

located within Huntersville’s Open Space District. The total acreage to be acquired by the County 

is 198 acres; with 158 acres to be conveyed to APDC.   

 

PROJECT JUSTIFICATION / NEED 

 

The 1989 CMPMP recommends a size range of 15 to 25 acres for new neighborhood park sites. 

L.C. Coleman Park is an older park site developed prior to the park master plan. The adjoining 

Northwest campus includes only 9.5 acres, well below CMS standards for middle and/or high 

school sites.  

 

The two larger sites are within the plan’s district park size range (40 to 200 acres). Both sites, 

particularly the one on Back Creek Church Road, are within rapidly growing suburban areas. 

Typical district parks include active recreation facilities including fields and courts, as well as 

playgrounds and passive facilities (trails and picnic areas). The Back Creek site adjoins property 

to be developed and was recently rezoned. Flood plain along this tributary of Back Creek will be 

dedicated for greenway and will directly link the new residential development to this proposed 

park site. 

 

The Eastfield Road property is directly across from the entrance to Highland Creek at Highland  



























Creek Parkway. Both new sites were on the project list (funded for acquisition) for the 1999 Park 

Bonds.     

 

 

RELATION TO OTHER PUBLIC PROJECTS 

 

The County has no public project planned for the former landfill tract. Expansion of L. C. 

Coleman Park supports the adjoining school campus with additional outdoor athletic space and 

surrounding green space. The two larger park tracts are part of the 1989 Charlotte Mecklenburg 

Parks Master Plan objective to provide outdoor recreation space/facilities conveniently located to 

residents throughout the County. A new or expanded park at all three locations would be in 

concert with the Central District and Northeast District Plans and supportive of the residential 

futures recommended for these three areas.  

 

  

PROJECT COST 

 

Market appraisals will determine land costs for these properties. At present, it is estimated that 

the combined value of the APDC properties is greater than the market value of the County’s 

property, even when considered at its highest and best use rather than its current R-4 and B-2 

zoning. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff supports the land exchange of Mecklenburg County and American Property Development 

Company properties for park site expansion and new park development. 

 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

Approved, 5-0. 


