
Citizen Advisory Group 
Meeting  #4

March 8, 2012

6:00 p.m.



Meeting Agenda 

1. Vision Statement

2. Transportation Discussion

3. Group Exercise

4. Wrap-up & Next Steps



Vision 
Statement



PARK WOODLAWN AREA PLAN
VISION STATEMENT (2nd Revised Version)

The Park Woodlawn area is recognized as one of Charlotte’s most vibrant, attractive and diverse 
areas of our city.  The dynamic blend of mature neighborhoods led by engaged community leaders 
and residents; along with a thriving mixed-use activity center containing long standing local 
businesses, and active civic institutions help form part of this thriving community.

This plan sets forth a vision for this area by moving forward with its unique focus on:

Neighborhoods which are the cornerstone to the stability of the area and will be essential 
in preserving the distinctive character of the community into the future.  New development in 
and around the neighborhoods will take into account its impact on the quality of life of area 
residents by: protecting the tree canopy; providing a variety of enhanced and safe 
transportation connections that improve mobility; and consider community input 
during the development process.  

Open space will be well integrated into the community through greenways, parks and plazas 
where appropriate as new developments takes shape.  

Mixed-Use Activity Center will be a thriving neighborhood serving mixed-use center, 
complimentary and enhancing to the surrounding neighborhoods; with a rich variety of retail, 
office, entertainment and multi-family residential uses; in a well designed and appropriately 
scaled development form that is conducive to a high quality of life for area residents and 
visitors.



Transportation



The Importance of Place



Streets Shape a Community

• The way you organize/design land uses and streets 
matters – you have to get both right!

• ~15% of all land in Charlotte is… STREETS!
– How “memorable” are your streets?
– How “memorable” are your land uses?
– What is the “value” of memorable streets and land uses?



A Value-Added Philosophy

Transportation investments can be used to move people 
and create better places…streets can be memorable!



Implementing “Complete” Streets

• Quality streets to  
create long-lasting 
value

• Streets built for:
– Motorists
– Bicyclists
– Pedestrians
– Transit riders
– Residents & Businesses

Great cities have great streets!



Pedestrian-
Oriented

Auto-
Oriented

ParkwayAvenue Boulevard
Local Streets

Main Street Avenue

Local Street

Boulevard Parkway

Land Uses and Street Design

A Variety of Street Types

Network of Streets



A Variety of Street Types

Area Plan 
Example 
Network & 
USDG 
Classification



Area Plan Street Sections

Urban Street Design 
Guidelines (USDG)

Area Plan 
Example 

Cross Section



Sub-Areas for Discussion

Activity
Center

Greenway

Thoroughfares

Neighborhoods



Neighborhoods



Kick-Off Meeting Values

Access/Location

Walk-ability

Tree Canopy

Bike Lanes

Character

Neighborhood Feel Land Use Choices

Parks & Greenways

Family Friendly Neighborhoods 



CAG Breakout Exercise –
Neighborhood Issues

Wedge
Neighborhoods Neighborhood Group

• Improve access to Center 

• Connect parks and schools

• Calm traffic

• Create more pedestrian 
connections



Policy Framework

Interconnected network of local streets
Extensive pedestrian system of sidewalks, 

trails and safe street crossings
Bicycle network of marked routes

The transportation focus should be on completing
the street network and improving the capacity of 
the existing transportation system.

Wedge Neighborhoods
should be served by a range of transportation 
facilities to provide residents with 
transportation choices, including:



Benefits of Connectivity
• Route choices
• Shorter trips
• Smaller intersections
• Narrower thoroughfares

Connectivity

City Limits
1950
2008

Future



Bicycle Network

Bike Lanes

Scaleybark Road

Seneca Place

“Sharrows”

Shared Lane 
Markings

Selwyn Ave. @ 
Queens Univ.

Signed Bike Routes



Traffic Calming & Connectivity

Chicanes Traffic Circle

Choker Bike-Ped Connection



Thoroughfares



Scaleybark Road

For more info, visit:
CDOT .

Minor Thoroughfare (2 Lane)
~10,000 vehicles a day

~1,000 vehicles in peak-hour (~10%)
~500 vehicles per lane

Traffic Calming Study Concept



Tyvola Road

For more info, visit:
CDOT .

Major Thoroughfare (4 Lane)
30,000 – 35,000 vehicles a day

3,000 – 3,500 Peak-Hour Traffic (~10%)
~800 vehicles per lane



Park and Woodlawn Roads

Radial Major 
Thoroughfare

Circumferential  
Major Thoroughfare

Major Thoroughfares (4 Lane)
25,000 – 30,000 vehicles a day

2,500 – 3,000 vehicles in peak-hour (~10%)
~700 vehicles per lane (at capacity)



Park Road Corridor Study

For more info, visit:
CDOT .



Traffic Calming & Pedestrian 
Crossings  of Thoroughfares

Intersection Crossings Mid-Block CrossingsIntersection Geometry

Tyvola Road 
Mid-Block
Crossing 

(Completed)

Park Road Mid-
Block Crossing 
& Sidewalk Gap 
(Under Design)



Activity Center



Kick-Off Meeting Values

Location

Access to 
Shopping

Park Road 
Shopping Center

Locally Owned Businesses

Tenant Mix

History 

Montford Drive

Variety of Activities

Sense of Place/Community



CAG Breakout Exercise –
Activity Center Issues

Activity 
Center

Mixed-Use Activity Center Group

• Address new development’s impact 
on congestion

• Connect commercial uses for 
pedestrians

• Share and minimize parking

• Integrate transit development



Major thoroughfare access
Dense and interconnected street network
A well-developed pedestrian system
Direct pedestrian and vehicular connections 

from core to the edge and surrounding 
neighborhoods

Local bus service
Bicycle facilities, within the Center and with 

connections to surrounding neighborhoods

Policy Framework

The transportation focus should be on enhancing
the existing system to promote walking, bicycle
and transit access – and on constructing new, 
interconnected streets to serve a range of 
transportation modes.

Mixed-Use Activity Centers
should be served by a range of transportation 
modes, including:



Topics within Center

Major Intersection & 
Thoroughfare Crossings

Pedestrian Circulation

Vehicular Circulation



Signalized Intersections

Ashley Park @ 
Sharon Road

Piedmont Row @ 
Fairview Road

Parktowne Village @ 
Woodlawn Road



“Complete” Intersections

High-visibility crosswalks
Tighter corner radii
Median refuge areas
Gateway features

South Blvd & Woodlawn Rd

Park Rd & Woodlawn Rd



Cross Access & Driveways

Park Towne Village 
@ Montford Dr

Phillips Place @ 
Fairview Rd



Parking Placement & Design

Tranquil 
Court

Park Selwyn Terrace

Park Rd
Seneca 
Place



Main Street

Montford Drive

“NoDa” 

N. Davidson St.



Pedestrian-OrientedAuto-Oriented



Greenway



Little Sugar Creek Greenway

N



Relationship to Center

N



Greenway Connections

Little 
Sugar @ 

Kings 
Drive

Little Sugar Creek @ Park Rd 
Shopping Center

Four Mile 
Creek @ 

Piper 
Glen



Group 
Exercise



Breakout Exercise

1. Three (3) groups: Neighborhoods, 
Thoroughfares, and Center/Greenway

2. Pick a group and start discussing what 
types of transportation tools and/or site 
design tools you would you like to see in 
each area.  Place post-it-notes in those 
areas. (15 minutes)

3. Switch tables (optional) and repeat 
exercise for new area. (15 minutes)

4. A staff person will be stationed next to 
each map to help guide the discussion 
and to answer any questions

5. Review overall group discussions



Next Steps



Next Steps

• Citizen Advisory Group Meetings 
All meetings start at 6pm here at the YWCA

1st Meeting December 8th, 2011
2nd Meeting January 12th, 2012
3rd Meeting February 16th, 2012
4th Meeting March 8th, 2012
5th Meeting April 12th, 2012
6th Meeting May 10th, 2012

Other Future Meeting Dates, Time and Location TBD



Thank You!
www.charlotteplanning.org 

Plan Manager & 
Planning Staff Contact:
Alberto Gonzalez
agonzalez@charlottenc.gov
Phone: 704-336-8315

City and County Staff will be available to 
discuss specific issues with you after the 
meeting.

CDOT Staff Contact:
Brian Horton
bhorton@charlottenc.gov
Phone: 704-432-5237
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