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Independence Boulevard Area Plan 

Citizen Advisory Group Meeting 

October 14, 2008 

 

Listed below are handwritten comments on the Character Framework for the study area. 

Regional Node 

1.   Need restaurants at connectivity & transit points 
2. Need attractive and practical walkways – many of them – over Independence 
3. Independence @ Conference needs more landscape (green or open space) areas 
4. Independence @ Conference must first raise:     

 Idlewild Apartments 

 Ashley Place 

 Castlewood / Silver Oaks 

 Or it will ever work 
5.  Must incorporate Transit parking into regional nodes 

Neighborhood Node 

1.  Concern about traffic – rush hour and overflow – into residential neighborhoods 
2. No apartments – already too many  in East Charlotte (Owner occupied condos and townhouses 

are OK) 
3. Access road @ Amity Gardens is OK with us 
4. Need node North of Independence , especially near / on Sharon Amity / Albemarle Road 
5. Gear toward relocating existing business – especially restaurants- there. 
6. Need incentives for local small businesses – especially restaurants – to stay in immediate area. 

Neighborhood Core 

1.  If R-22 housing, must be limited in size (no mega-housing complexes) and not include 
apartments (condos and other owner occupied is OK) 

2. Need more green / open space worked into plan with such high density 
3. R-22 too dense!!  Too intense!! 
4. No increase in number of apartments (tear down those on Albemarle, Idlewild / Independence  

first) 

Independence Business District 

1.  Between Farmingdale and Idlewild – get rid of the car lots (high crime magnets, ugly 
streetscape) 

2. Build mixed use  but do not tie to existing neighborhood – tie instead to Independence (T.O.D) 
3. Too much asphalt get rid of car lots (add nothing to neighborhoods) 

  



1. Idlewild  

 Land use satisfactory – Access / Connectivity OK 

 Make sure small shop opportunities are included 
2. Sardis North 

 Land Use OK 

 Connectivity OK 
 

Neighborhood Node 

 Pierson – Wal-Mart OK 

 Don’t Know What Is Across Independence 

 Frontage Road Critical 
1. Monroe – Woonsocket Site 

 Land Use OK 

 Connectivity Acceptable 
2. Briar Creek 

 OK 
3. Idlewild  

 OK 

Regional Node 

1. We agree that the land uses are appropriate 
2. The need of pedestrian access at the Idlewild Road to the support the node from both sides of 

Independence Boulevard.  Like the idea of leveraging the greenways for connectivity at the 
Sardis Node 

Frontage Road Concept On independence (Wal-Mart) 

  Do not agree with frontage road 

 Extend brick wall to protect neighborhood (Amity Gardens) 

 No opportunities missed 

Neighborhood Node 

1.  Why is the road bending towards Independence Boulevard at Pierson Node?  The Monroe Road 
Node looks good. 

2. The multi-family shown on the North Side of Independence, where will the access come from?  
Need clearer connectivity between North and South side of Independence at Pierson Node 

3.  No 

Neighborhood Core 

1.  The Neighborhood Cove at Briar Cree – instead of rutting road – road frontage next to 
Independence split the are in two 
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