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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Dilworth  
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  330 East Kingston Avenue     
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Addition of water-repellant to brick chimney 
 
APPLICANT/OWNER:  Diane St. John 
  
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Conditions 
The existing structure is 2.5 story building known as the Rev. Alexander Martin house constructed in 1905.  
Architectural features include a high hip slate roof with hip roofed dormer, two story side projecting bays, 
German siding. Front porch is one story, full facade with second floor balcony with balustrade and supported by 
flat paneled columns. It is a multi-family building.   Adjacent structures are 1.5, 2 and 2.5 story single-family and 
multi-family houses.    
 
Proposal 
The proposal is the application of a water-repellant coating to the primary brick chimney stack, located on the 
left elevation and visible from Euclid Avenue.  The proposed product is ChimneySaver Water-Base Water 
Repellent.    
 
According to the product specification sheet the product is absorbed approximately ¼” into the brick and bonds 
with the brick to prevent new water from entering the brick but allows any trapped vapor to escape.  
ChimneySaver is activated by ultraviolet light, unlike other water repellent products that break down under 
ultraviolet rays.    
 
 
Design Guidelines – Masonry, page 5.5-5.6 

7. Avoid waterproofing, water-repellent, or nonhistoric coatings on masonry unless moisture is able to 
“breathe” through the coating. An antigraffiti coating may be used on masonry areas if needed. 

 
 
Staff Recommendation 

 
1. The Commission will determine if the proposed product is appropriate for use on the chimney.   

Charlotte Historic District Commission   Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness  
Staff Review      Date: June 12, 2019 
HDC 2019-00264     PID#  12109346 
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PID: 12307513
LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: DILWORTH
PROPOSED PROJECT: BRICK CHANGES
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Context/Adjacent Structures 
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324 E Kingston Ave 322 E Kingston Ave 318 E Kingston Ave 330 E Kingston Ave 
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PROPOSED MATERIALS
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What is the difference between ChimneySaver
and other water repellents?

Since ChimneySaver is a photo-reactive chemical that does not depend on 

solids to achieve a water repellent effect, the surface remains vapor permeable. 

ChimneySaver is composed of 100% active ingredients which physically and 

chemically react with a surface. 

After a treated masonry surface has been exposed to ultraviolet light, the 

electrostatic charge of the surface is reversed to match the electrostatic charge 

of water. This photo-reactive process allows the treated surface to repel water 

similar to the way two identical poles of a magnet repel each other.

Most waterproofing agents are actually water sealers, which trap water vapors 

produced inside the chimney. If this water vapor cannot escape it will 

condense, freeze and accelerate freeze/thaw damage. Our water repellent 

does not evaporate or wash out and it consistently outperforms and outlives 

resins, silicones, acrylics, silanes and siloxanes.
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2014: Proposed product applied earlier in the day 
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2018: 4 years post-application
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Product applied to chimney, not house.  Note no difference in color. 


