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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Wesley Heights 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  615 Walnut Avenue  
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Non-traditional Building Material  
 
APPLICANT:   Trish Gleason 
  
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Conditions 
The existing structure is a 1.5 story Bungalow style house constructed in 1930. Architectural features include an 
altered side-gabled design with exterior end chimney and gabled dormer.  The house was covered in vinyl siding. 
The HDC approved an addition and other changes August 2017 with approval for repair/replacement of wood 
siding with wood. 

 
Project 
The applicant has stated the underlying wood siding was beyond repair and wishes to use Hardie ‘Artisan’.  
 
Design Guidelines – Building Materials, page 5.2 

1. Retain wood as one of the dominant framing, cladding and decorative materials. 
2. Retain wood features that define the overall character of the building. 
3. Repair rotted or missing sections rather than replacing the entire element. 
4. Use new or salvaged wood, epoxy consolidants or fillers to patch, piece or consolidate parts. 
5. Match existing historic materials and details. 
6. Replace wood elements only when they are rotted beyond repair. Do not use cementitious, vinyl, 

aluminum or fiberglass siding to replace original irreparable wood siding. 
7. Match the original in material and design or use surviving material. 
8. Base the design of reconstructed wood elements on pictorial or physical evidence from historic sources. 
9. Do not use synthetic siding, such as vinyl or aluminum to cover existing wood. 
10. Do not use high-pressured power washing to clean wood siding as the pressure may force moisture 

behind the siding where it can lead to paint failure and rot. 
11. Do not caulk under individual siding boards or windowsills as this action may seal the building too tightly 

and can lead to moisture problems within the frame walls and cause paint failure. 
 

Staff Recommendation 
The HDC has not voted in favor of replacing all of the wood siding with a non-traditional material on an original 
historic building. Staff cannot approve the use of Hardie siding on an original structure. The applicable guidelines 
for Building Materials are listed above. 
 

Charlotte Historic District Commission  Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness  
Staff Review      Date: April 11, 2018 
HDC 2018-160      PID#  07102207 
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