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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Wilmore 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  518 West Kingston Avenue  
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Front porch addition/replacement 
 
APPLICANT/OWNER:  April Wheeler 
 
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Conditions 
The existing structure is a one story American Small House constructed in 1950. The existing front porch has 4x4 
posts supporting a gable roof, lattice screening, wood handrails and wood stairs. 
 
Project 
The project is the replacement of the front porch to include 8” squared columns, new handrails, brick 
foundation, widened porch stairs, wood trim and siding. Boxing will match existing. 

 
Design Guidelines - Porches, page 4.8 

1. Retain porches that are critical to defining the design and integrity of the historic district. Keep porches 
open to provide shade and reduce heat gain during warm weather. 

2. Repair and replace only damaged elements of porches by matching the materials, methods of 
construction, and details of the exiting original fabric. Avoid stripping porches and steps of original 
materials and architectural features such as handrails, balusters, columns and flooring. 

3. Reconstruct missing elements based on physical or photographic detail including all details and 
materials. 

4. Do not enclose porches on a primary elevation or alter a front porch that reorients the entrance away 
from the street elevation. 

5. Enclosure of side porches and balconies is discouraged. If enclosure of a side porch or balcony is 
required for a new use, the enclosure should be designed to ensure that the historic character and 
features of the porch are preserved. 

6. Any porch enclosure that is permitted should be designed to be reversible and removal of original 
features should be minimal. 

 
Design Guidelines – Additions, page 7.2 

7. Attempt to locate the addition on the rear elevation so that it is minimally visible from the street. 
8. Limit the size of the addition so that it does not visually overpower the existing building. 
9. Attempt to attach new additions or alterations to existing buildings in such a manner that, if such 

additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
building would be unimpaired. 

10. Maintain the original orientation of the structure. If the primary entrance is located on the street 
façade, it should remain in that location. 

11. Maintain the existing roof pitch. Roof lines for new additions should be secondary to those of the 
existing structure. The original roof as visible from the public right-of-way should not be raised. 
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12. Make sure that the design of a new addition is compatible with the existing building. The new work 
should be differentiated from the old while being compatible with its massing, form, scale, directional 
expression, roof forms and materials, foundation, fenestration, and materials.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
Staff Analysis 
The Commission will determine if the proposal meets the guidelines for porch additions. 
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518 W. Kingston Ave.



Existing Conditions



Existing Conditions (cont.)





Context



323 W. Kingston Ave. 1700 Merriman Ave.



414 W. Kingston Ave. 1856 Wickford Place



Survey/Site Plan





Existing Front Elevation



Proposed Front Elevation



Existing Left Elevation



Proposed Left Elevation



Existing Right Elevation



Proposed Right Elevation



Architectural Details



Architectural Details (cont.)
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