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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Dilworth 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1125 Belgrave Place 
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Fence  
 
OWNER:   Dan & Magdalene Singletary 
 
APPLICANT:   Dan & Magdalene Singletary 
  
This application was continued for insufficient information: 1) Exterior elevation of the fence. 
 
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Conditions 
The site is a single family home on the edge of the District.  The abutting property to the rear is zoned O-2 
(Office) and is currently being developed as a 5-story, 184 unit multi-family building.  An 8’ tall privacy fence, 
approved by the HDC in 1993, exists along the rear of an adjacent single family property.  
 
Proposal 
The proposal is the construction of an 8’ tall section of privacy fence in the rear yard to help screen the multi-
family building. 
 
Revised Proposal – December 10, 2014 
The revised application clarifies the requested exception for the privacy fence as follows: 

1. Request for an exception to construct an 8’ tall privacy along the rear property line. 
2. An exception to allow a continuous panel fence design along the exterior to match the adjacent fence, 

both facing the 5-story multi-family development which is not in the District. 
3. The fence panels would step down every few feet, similar to the adjacent fence. 

 
Policy & Design Guidelines  
Fencing (page 56) 

1. Front yard or front setback fencing is restricted to low picket style fencing. On such fences, the 
height of the support posts should not exceed thirty-six inches above grade, and the height of the 
pickets should not exceed thirty inches. All pickets must be separated by a visible spacing pattern. 
All front yard fencing on residential uses must enclose three sides of the front yard. Front yard 
privacy fences are not allowed. 

2. Fencing should not obscure the front elevation of the primary structure on a property. Also, 
fencing should not substantially obscure side elevations of the primary structure. 

3. Fencing visible from any public street must be judged appropriate to the district. It must have 
texture resulting from an interplay of light and dark materials or solids and voids. Solid privacy 
fences that would be substantially visible from the street are not allowed. 

4. The structural members of any fence must face inward to the property being fenced. The HDC will 
consider approving fences where the structural members are an integral part of an overall design, 
and where both sides of the proposed fence are identical. 

5. Wooden fences must be painted or stained in an appropriate fashion. 
6. No fencing may be over six feet in height, as measured from the outside at grade. 
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7. Fencing materials and details must be appropriate to the architectural style of the building they 
enclose.  

8. Fencing must avoid any style that presents a long unbroken expanse to adjacent properties or to 
public throughways. 

9. All sides must be appropriately finished. 
10. On corner lots on residential streets, privacy fences in rear yards must be screened with 

appropriate   landscaping materials. 
 

Staff Analysis 
The Commission shall determine if an exception will be granted for an 8’ tall privacy fence along the rear yrad 
given the existing conditions. 
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