Charlotte Historic District Commission Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness
Staff Review Date: November 13, 2013
HDC 2013-150

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Plaza Midwood
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 1611 Mimosa Avenue
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Addition

OWNER: Chris Bishop

APPLICANT: Peter Brooks

Details of Proposed Request

Existing Conditions
The existing home is a 1.5 story Cape Cod style built in 1950. Adjacent structures are primarily 1.5 story single
family homes of various styles.

Proposal

The proposal is a one story addition to the rear and partially to the left and right side. The side extensions
accommodate interior space for a mud room on the left side and bathroom on the right. The remainder of the
addition will not be visible from the street. The front fagade will feature a new front porch.

Proposal-Updated for November 13

At the October meeting the project was Approved with Conditions. Commission member stated the dormers
would have to remain. After the meeting, the applicant contacted staff with the request to remove the dormers
and stated the dormers are not original. Page 39 of the Policy & Design Guidelines reads:

In many cases, buildings and sites in Local Historic Districts have been altered over the years in ways
that compromised their historic design. Often, photographic, physical or other evidence exists that can
guide interested property owners in restoring a building’s original appearance and character. The
Historic District Commission wants to encourage and support property owners taking this approach.

1. In cases where properly documented restoration work consists of removing added elements to
a building or site, the HDC Staff can grant administrative approval.

2. In cases where properly documented restoration work consists of adding removed elements to
a building, the HDC policy on Additions and other relevant policies will apply.

Staff Analysis

It is the opinion of staff that the proposed addition meets all of the applicable Guidelines. However, the
Commission shall determine whether the dormers should remain based on evidence presented by the applicant
and if the removal would affect the building’s fenestration, massing and rhythm.




Policy & Design Guidelines for Additions

HDC Design Policy on Additions requires that additions be evaluated according to the following:

a. Size the relationship of the project to its site
b. Scale the relationship of the building to those around it
¢. Massing the relationship of the building s various parts to each other

d. Fenestration

the placement, style and materials of windows and doors

e. Rhythm

the relationship of fenesiration, recesses and projections

f Setback

in relation to setback of immediate surroundings

g. Materials

proper historic materials or approved substitutes

h. Context

the overall relationship of the project to its surroundings
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