Charlotte Historic District Commission

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness January 11, 2012

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 901 East Boulevard, Dilworth Local Historic District HDC 2012-003
SUMMARY OF REQUEST Signage
OWNER Carter Meiselman

APPLICANT Bill Spena of Instant Signs Solutions

Details of Proposed Request

This application requests a new sign for this building that is beyond what can be approved administratively,
since it is larger than what the policy allows. An approval would require the granting of an exception to policy
by the Historic District Commission based on the circumstances of this building and its site.

Current Status and Context of Property

This property is located at the intersection of East Boulevard and Park Road. The building is a two story brick
commercial structure built in 1976 and subsequently renovated. It was until recently the headquarters office
for Eastern Federal Theaters. It is located in an area of East Boulevard that is primarily in office use in a
mixture of renovated older houses and modern infill buildings.

Relevant HDC Design Guidelines
e Signage

Relevant Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Historic Rehabilitation

(As cited in the Charlotte Zoning Ordinance Section 10.210)

(i) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with
the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its
environment.

(4) New additions and adjacent or new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed
in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be
unimpaired.
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Analysis of Proposal

This property is zoned O-2, which allows for the office and other commercial uses that line most of East
Boulevard.

Within O-2 zoning districts, current HDC policy allows for the following:

1. Signs should not exceed six feet in height or ten square feet in area.
2. Only one and two sided signs will be allowed.
3. In most circumstances, only one sign per property will be allowed. Businesses located on

corner lots may request one sign per street frontage, but one frontage must be
designated as secondary. On the secondary frontage, only one sign will be allowed, and
that sign shall not exceed 1.5 square feet in area or three feet in height.

In addition, general requirements for signage within designated Local Historic Districts include:

2. All signs should be primarily for identification purposes.

3. All signs must visually relate to the building they serve. Only suitable materials, such as
stone, wood, brick, and sturdy metals, will be approved.

4. Sensitively designed supports may, if approved, exceed the square footage restrictions
listed below, but not the height restrictions.

6. The HDC reserves the right to approve the placement of all signs on properties within
Local Historic Districts.

7. The HDC will not exercise control over logos or color. It is strongly recommended that
color schemes relate to the building the sign serves.

8. Property addresses should be clearly displayed either on the sign or on the building itself.

10. Signs may be lit with unobtrusive ground-mounted spotlights, or other unobtrusive
lighting as the HDC may approve. Signs may not flash, blink, or glow from within.

The proposed sign shown in the attached plans is roughly six feet by four feet in size, and is mounted
on a sixteen inch pedestal base. The sign itself is approximately 24 square feet in size. The height of
the sign and its base is six feet. The sign is extruded aluminum on an existing brick base, and is not
illuminated.

The HDC will have to determine if in this circumstance the context of this building and its site warrant
an exception to the size restrictions contained in current HDC policy.
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