
      

     Charlotte Historic District Commission
 Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

April 13, 2011 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY  1542 Thomas Avenue, Plaza Midwood Local Historic District  HDC 2011-042 
           
SUMMARY OF REQUEST  Installation of Front Yard Parking Area 

OWNER    Michael Luick 

APPLICANT    Michael Luick 

     

Details of Proposed Request 

This application seeks retroactive approval for the installation of a front yard parking area.  

 

Current Status and Context of Property 

This house is a one story side gable structure built in 1942, according to Mecklenburg County Tax Records. It is 

on a tight lot that does not have a driveway, and does not have adequate side yards to accommodate a 

driveway that meets current HDC policy.   

The house is similar in scale and character to the others in this area of the Plaza Midwood Local Historic 

District.  

 

Relevant HDC Design Guidelines 

 Parking Areas, Paving and Driveways 

 

Relevant Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Historic Rehabilitation 

(As cited in the Charlotte Zoning Ordinance Section 10.210) 

(i) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 

characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with 

the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 

environment.  

(j)  New additions and adjacent or new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed  

  in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be  

  unimpaired. 
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Outstanding Issues 

This application was filed in response to a Notice of Zoning Violation issued by the Zoning Enforcement Staff of 

the City of Charlotte.  The curb cut and parking tire strips are partially installed. 

Current HDC policy on Parking, Paving and Driveways says in part: 

Parking Areas: 
 
1.  Developed parking areas are not allowed in the front yard of residential uses. 
 
2.  Parking should be located to the side or rear of the property if at all possible. 
 
5.  Parking must be screened in some manner so that the parking is not the dominant feature of the 

 property. 
 

The Commission will have to determine if an exception to policy is warranted, given the street network in the 

immediate vicinity of this property and the restrictions of the lot.  
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