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Establishes the rules to 
create them. 

Charlotte Place Types Unified Development 
Ordinance  

Defines the places we 
want to create… 

1 Effort – 2 Parts 

Policies & Plans Regulations & Ordinances 
Vision Implementation 



What we want to accomplish 
with Place Types? 

What we hear from Council, Commission & 
Community: 
 

• Many of our area plans were adopted in the  
1990’s –do they really still reflect our latest 
thinking and recent policy direction? 

 

• We can’t complete area plans fast enough to  
catch up/keep pace with growth & change in 
Charlotte. 
 

• CCW doesn’t provide enough specific 
guidance for zoning and development 
decisions. 
 

• Area Plans need to a stronger link to zoning 
districts. 
 

• Simplify area plans and include more 
guidance to address design of development 
in addition to use. 



Centers, Corridors & Wedges 
Growth Framework 

General Development Policies 
Guidance on Community Design  

 
Area Plans 

Parcel specific Future Land Use 
 

4 

Policies & Plans 

Place Types 

Unified Vision for Charlotte  

Vision 

What we want to accomplish 
with Place Types? 

• Provide up to date policy guidance for 
all areas of our community – replace the 
adopted future land use map. 
 

• Create a mores sustainable process for 
area plans so that they can better keep 
pace with growth & change in Charlotte. 
 

• Fill the gap between CCW and area 
plans. 
 

• Inform the UDO so that it is strongly 
linked to our Community Vision/Area 
Plans. 
 

• Simplify the policy guidance and 
address design of development in 
addition to use. 
 

• Refine our Growth Framework 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make the Business Case
Introduce UDO project
Two parts – One project
Role of each part (guidance v. rules)
Why we need this project (benefits)
What it means for you as a resident




 Our Vision 

Centers, Corridors & Wedges  

Growth Framework 

 

Charlotte will continue to be one of the 

most livable cities in the country, with a 

vibrant economy, a thriving natural 

environment, a diverse population and 

a cosmopolitan outlook. Charlotteans 

will enjoy a range of choices for 

housing, transportation, education, 

entertainment and employment. Safe 

and attractive neighborhoods will 

continue to be central to the City’s 

identity and citizen involvement key to 

its viability. 5 

Livable City Policy Statement 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning 
Commission 

 

Develop a livable city where Charlotteans of 

all incomes can achieve, “a complete state of 

physical, mental and social well-being” 

through the design of neighborhoods, public 

infrastructure and open spaces, and through 

easy access to employment and housing 

choices.  

 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As discussed in March, the city adopted a vision as a part of the Centers, Corridors, and Wedges Growth Framework effort in 2000 and again in 2010. And in 2015 the Planning Commission developed the Livable City Policy. 
We feel there is a lot of similarities between these two statements and have looked to both to set the intention for the Place Types and UDO effort. 
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Guiding Principles 

Centers, Corridors & Wedges  
Growth Framework 

 
Protection of established neighborhoods  

 

Residential opportunities to accommodate a 
diverse population in quality and livable 

neighborhoods  
 

High-quality, context-sensitive community 
design   

 

More walkable places with a variety of activities  
 

A diverse, growing and adaptable economy  
 

Revitalization of economically challenged  
business and residential areas  

 

Efficient and coordinated investment in 
infrastructure  

that keeps pace with existing and future 
development 

 
Enhanced transportation networks for  

pedestrians, cyclists, motorists, and transit users  
 

      
 

     
   

 

Livable City Policy Statement 
 
 
 
Ensure access to affordable housing  
 

Build safe communities  
 
 
 
Build vibrant and activity-filled public streets 
and open spaces 
 
 
 
 
Promote access to affordable and healthy/local 
foods 
 

Promote a mix of land uses  
 
 
 
 
Create a state-of-the-art transportation system 
 
 
  
Protect the air we breathe  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And both CCW and the Livable City’s policy have a set of guiding principles begin to define a direction with which we’ve tried to align the place types policies since they are intended to serve as an important tool to help us accomplish our adopted vision.  


These principles are not the same as ones in following slides. Which one should we use?



7 

Charlotte’s Places 

Charlotte’s Place Types are organized into four general Places.  

Open Space Neighborhoods Centers Districts 

Charlotte will have a thriving natural environment, safe and attractive neighborhoods,  

a vibrant economy, and residents will enjoy a range of choices. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With vision and guiding principles in mind, we developed a range of place types that can be organized into four general Places. Palette of 15 place types divided into four larger Places
There is a vision statement for each 
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Where does 
parking go? 

Transitions to 
neighborhoods 

Height/Intensity 

Mix of use 

Building 
Placement 

Pedestrian 
environment 

Key Elements of Place Types 

1. Land Uses 
• Primary Uses 
• Secondary Uses 
• Typical Mix of Uses 

2. Form & Pattern 
• Orientation 
• Typical Block Length 
• Setback/Build-to Line 
• Max Building Length 
• Building Types 

4. Development Intensity 
• Typical Lot Coverage 
• Residential Density 
• Number of Stories 
• Average Non-Residential 

Building Size 
5. Transportation Network 

• Street Classification 
• Driveways & Access 
• Parking 
• Pedestrian & Bike Facilities 
• Building Types 

6. Zoning Districts 
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OPEN SPACE DENSITY 

LAND USE 

HEIGHT 

STREETS 

SETBACK 

CHOICES 

SIDEWALKS 

PARKING 

What makes a “place”? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Place types are a new tool for guiding development….that combine all the physcial characteristics that define a place. 

They provide a way to shape the future of our city by concentrating on context – the look and feel of places, their form and their character - instead of focusing only on the conventional land use categories. 
They are physical descriptions of different kinds of built or natural environments, and recognize the relationship between land use, urban design and mobility. 
Protecting what is best about our community while making places for new and innovative opportunities.
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Working with Partner 
Departments 

                CDOT 

1. Transportation Action Plan  

2. Charlotte WALKS 

3. Charlotte BIKES 

CATS 
 

1. 2030 System Plan 
   

2.   Upcoming Studies 

Mecklenburg County 
Park and Recreation  

 

Greenway Master Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And both CCW and the Livable City’s policy have a set of guiding principles begin to define a direction with which we’ve tried to align the place types policies since they are intended to serve as an important tool to help us accomplish our adopted vision.  


These principles are not the same as ones in following slides. Which one should we use?
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Charlotte’s Places 

Charlotte’s Place Types are organized into four general Places.  

Open Space Neighborhoods Centers Districts 

Charlotte will have a thriving natural environment, safe and attractive neighborhoods,  

a vibrant economy, and residents will enjoy a range of choices. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So with the Centers, Corridors and Wedges Framework and the Livable City Principles in mind staff developed a palette of 15 place types that can be organized into these four categories: 
Open space
Neighborhoods 
Districs
Activity Centers



Protecting environmentally 
sensitive areas  

OPEN SPACE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Open space is the place where we protect our environmentally sensitive areas



Spaces for people to 
relax, play and socialize 

OPEN SPACE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is also the place where people can relax, play and socialize,. 



Experience Nature  

OPEN SPACE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open Space is arguably one of the most often mentioned place types during our public engagement and is increasingly important in our urbanizing community.



Exercise or just take a break 

OPEN SPACE 

Recreation… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is simply the place



Recreation 

OPEN SPACE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To enjoy various active



OPEN SPACE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And passive recreational opportunities




OPEN SPACE 

Open Space contributes to the 
community’s environmental 

health as well as the physical 
and mental health of residents. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 2 place types within the open space category. 

And both of these places types contribute to the community’s environmental, physical, and mental well being. 



• P e r m i t t e d  L a n d  U s e s  
• %  o f  I m p e r v i o u s  S u r f a c e  

A r e a  
• N o .  &  S i z e  o f  B u i l d i n g s /  

P r o g r a m m e d  S p a c e s  

OPEN SPACE 

P r e s e r v e d  O p e n  S p a c e  
Undisturbed land intended to be preserved 

as open space in perpetuity. 

R e c r e a t i o n a l  O p e n  S p a c e  
Land dedicated for active and passive 

recreational uses.  

D i f f e r e n t i a t o r s  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2 place types are  Preserved Open Space and Recreational Open Space. 

Preserved open space is undisturbed land intended to be protected in perpetuity. 

Recreational open space is land dedicated for recreational uses. 

The main differences between these two places is: 
The types of permitted land uses
The percent of allowable impervious surfaces
And the number and size of buildings or programmable spaces. 




• Undisturbed land intended to be 
preserved as open space in perpetuity. 
 

• Land Use: State park, wildlife refuge, 
nature preserve, storm retention 
 

• Building Types: Low-rise commercial, 
civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1 story 
 

• Minimal impervious surfaces 
 

• Surface parking 
 

Open Space: Preserved 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Preserved Open Space is intended to remain as open space in perpetuity.

 The place type is typically characterized by environmentally sensitive features such as steep slopes or a wetlands that should remain undisturbed by development. 

The place type is publicly owned or permanently protected by conservation easements.  

Preserved Open Space may include nature preserves, and cemeteries. And if buildings are present they are usually associated with civic uses such as nature centers. 



• Land dedicated for active and 
passive recreational uses.  
 

• Land Use: Athletic fields, 
recreational or aquatic centers, 
playgrounds 
 

• Building Types: Low-rise 
commercial, civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1 story 
 
• 50% of land typically used for 

buildings and impervious surface 
area 
 

• On-street and surface parking 
 

Open Space: Recreational 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recreational Open Space is intended to provide for active and passive recreational uses.

 The place type is typically larger than an acre and includes a range of amenities such as shelters, playgrounds, and sport fields. 

While up to fifty percent of a recreational site may be improved with facilities such as ball fields and playground, impervious surfaces such as parking lots should be limited. 

And again, permitted buildings are generally associated with civic uses



Sense of community  

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next category of places are Neighborhoods. 

Neighborhoods are the backbone of the Charlotte community and are valued for providing a sense of community for residents. 



Home, 
where we 

belong 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the places we call “home”, where we spend much of our lives. 



Where we play 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is also a place where residents play, where we raise our families. 



Range of Housing Options… 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neighborhoods are made up of place types that ensure residents have a range of housing options



Range of Housing Options… 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To meet their various needs and preferences. 



NEIGHBORHOODS 

From Single-Family . . .  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neighborhood place types range from neighborhoods with predominantly single-family detached homes



NEIGHBORHOODS 

Variety of Styles and 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
, to those with a much wider variety of housing styles



NEIGHBORHOODS 

Densities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
and densities,




Access to nearby goods and services  

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To places with convenient access to nearby goods and services



A Mix of Uses,  
Integrated 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That are needed on a regular basis. 



Choices 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Neighborhood category includes space for all of these choices. 



NEIGHBORHOODS 

NEIGHBORHOODS: 
• providing open space,  
• creating a highly walkable environment, 
• connecting these places internally as 

well as externally. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And ensures each place or choice has access to quality open space

And is both walkable and well connected. 



NEIGHBORHOOD  
N e i g h b o r h o o d  1  
Detached buildings, 

low-intensity 
residential area. 

 

N e i g h b o r h o o d  2  
Attached buildings, 
moderate-intensity 
residential area. 

  

N e i g h b o r h o o d  3  
Multi-family, moderate 

to high intensity 
residential area.  

 

N e i g h b o r h o o d  
N o d e  

Neighborhood 
serving, mixed use 

area.  
 

• R e s i d e n t i a l  v.  N o n - R e s i d e n t i a l  U s e s  
• B u i l d i n g  Ty p e s  
• H e i g h t  

D i f f e r e n t i a t o r s  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The are 4 place types in the neighborhood category and we’ll look at each one in a minute. 

The main differences between these 4 places types, however, are: 
The types of permitted land uses. Neighborhood 1 – 3 permits residential, civic and institutional land uses. Nonresidential uses are allowed in the Neighborhood Node. 

- And the building types and building heights are also primary differentiators for this category. 



• Detached buildings, low-intensity 
residential area. 

• One principal building per lot 
• Setback and building spacing 

consistent along a block 
 

• Land Use: Low-density residential, 
institutional 
 

• Building Types: Detached house, 
accessory dwelling unit (ADU), plex 
house, civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1 – 2.5 stories 
 

• Private open space 
 

• On-street, private drive parking 

Neighborhoods: Neighborhood 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neighborhood 1 (Detached Homes) is the least intense place in this category. 

It is characterized by a uniform rhythm and pattern which is established by having one principal building per lot, each placed at a consistent distance from the street and from each other.

Building are low-rise and may include detached houses, detached accessory dwelling units, and plex houses.

Predominant type of open spaces is private yards which helps create a sense of privacy that is unique to this place type.





• Attached buildings, moderate-
intensity residential area.  

• Provide transition between 
Neighborhood 1 and 3 

 
• Land Use: Moderate and low-

density residential, institutional 
 

• Building Types: House court, 
townhouse, detached house, 
ADU, plex house, civic 

 
• Avg. Height: 1 – 2.5 stories 

 
• Private open space, common 

open space 
 

• On-street, rear or side surface 
parking 

Neighborhoods: Neighborhood 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neighborhood 2 (Attached Homes) accommodate moderate-intensity residential uses and is characterized by attached building types which may include townhomes or house courts. 

Buildings are still low rise but the moderate intensity of this place type provides a good transition between Neighborhood 1 and Neighborhood 3. 





• Multi-family, moderate to high 
intensity residential area.  

• Provide transition between 
Neighborhood 2 and Node 

 
• Land Use: High and moderate-

density residential, institutional 
 

• Building Types: Low-rise and Mid-
rise multi-family, house court, 
townhouse, detached house, ADU, 
plex house, civic 

 
• Avg. Height: 3 – 4 stories 

 
• Common open space 
 
• On-street, rear or side surface, deck 

parking 

Neighborhoods: Neighborhood 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neighborhood 3 (Multi-family) is still a residential neighborhood but it allows more moderate to high intensity and provides a range of housing types including apartment buildings.

Buildings may range from 3 to 4 stories but the height is really contingent upon the surrounding context.

Neighborhood 3, like N2, includes shared common open spaces. 

And this place type is usually  located near employment areas and shopping centers and can provide a transition between Neighborhood 1 and 2 and a Neighborhood Node. 
 




• Neighborhood serving, mixed use area.  
• Horizontal and/or vertical 

integration 
 

• Land Use: Low to high-density 
residential, retail, office, 
eating/entertainment/dining, 
professional services 

 
• Building Types: Low-rise commercial, 

low-rise mixed use, low to mid-rise 
multi-family, live/work, house court, 
townhouse, detached house, ADU, plex 
house, civic 

 
• Avg. Height: 3 – 4 stories 
 
• Open/gathering  public space 
 
• On-street, rear or side surface, deck 

parking 
 

 

Neighborhoods: Neighborhood Node 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neighborhood Node is a mixed use place that offers higher intensity residential uses and neighborhood services or retail like grocery stores. 

Nodes have a concentration of activities which makes them the focal point of an area and they typically serve people within a one mile radius or less.

Nodes can include a range of building types and uses can be horizontally or vertically integrated. 

Building heights can vary up to 4 stories but again the height is really contingent on the surrounding context. 



Employment  

DISTRICTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 3rd category of place types is Districts. 

And place types within Districts are locations for employment, particularly for larger employers



Campuses for 
Academic, Office 

and Research  

DISTRICTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
or multiple employers that need more space for their operations or seek a more “campus” type environment.



Businesses at 
Interchanges or Along 
Corridors  

DISTRICTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Or for businesses focused around our highway interchanges.   




Economic 
Opportunities 

DISTRICTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Districts provide a range of economic opportunities for the larger community.





Industrial for Warehouse, Distribution and 
Manufacturing 

DISTRICTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And each place type within the category has its own character and operational and land use needs, and interacts differently with the surrounding area.

Many existing Districts need reinvestment, infill development and/or improvements to urban design and connectivity for them to become more connected and transition more appropriately to surrounding place types. 



DISTRICTS 

Districts: 
• Amenities to support employees  and visitors 
• Open space  
• Transit/highway access 
• Internal street network for people to get 

around on foot, a bike or in an automobile. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While each place type within this category is different, they all aspire to 
Include a mix of uses and amenities, including open space, for users
And be well connected both internally and externally to surrounding place types. 



DISTRICTS 
  

E m p l o y m e n t  
 

C a m p u s  
 

B u s i n e s s  
 Concentration of 

commercial 
services along 
limited access 

roads 

L i g h t  
I n d u s t r i a l  

Warehousing  & 
distributive uses 
with moderate 

impacts. 

H e a v y  
I n d u s t r i a l  
Manufacturing 
and production 
uses with high 

impacts. 

• L a n d  u s e s  
• S c a l e  
• O r i e n t a t i o n  
• A c c e s s i b i l i t y  

D i f f e r e n t i a t o r s  

Large institution 
with supporting 

services for 
campus users. 

Concentration of 
jobs with 

connectivity to 
surrounding 

places 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The place types within the District category are: 
 
Business  
Employment 
Campus
Light Industrial 
Heavy Industrial 

And they primarily differ based on permitted land uses, building scale and orientation, and accessibility. 




 

• Concentration of commercial services 
along limited access roads 

 

• Land Use: Retail, office 
 

• Building Types: Low to mid-rise 
commercial, low to mid-rise mixed use, 
civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1 – 5 stories 
 
• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 10K – 20K 

sq. ft. 
 
• Orientation: Boulevard  

 
 

 

Districts: Business 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Business  is intended to accommodate commercial uses located at interchanges or along limited access roads to serve those traveling by or through the area, primarily by automobile.��The predominant land uses are retail, office and commercial uses. 

Buildings are typically smaller in scale compared to other place types in the District category. 

And while many buildings are set back from the road behind surface parking lots today, the expectation is that these areas will be infilled in the future. 

Additionally, the connectivity between sites in these areas will be enhanced as development takes shape to create a safer and more accessible environment whether in an automobile or on foot.  



• Concentration of jobs with connectivity 
to surrounding places 

 

• Land Use: Office, research, light 
manufacturing 
 

• Building Types: Low to mid-rise 
commercial, low to mid-rise mixed use, 
flex, mid-rise multi-family, civic 

 
• Avg. Height: Per surrounding context,  

                         Max. 15 stories   
 

• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 10K – 150K 
sq. ft. 

 
• Orientation: Local/collector, avenue, 

boulevard  
 

 

Districts: Employment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Employment is characterized by a concentration of office, research and light manufacturing jobs.

While high density residential uses are permitted this is a predominantly non-residential location but it is very well connected to other residential neighborhoods or places so that people can work close to home. 
 
This place type includes a range of buildings types and scales because it should reflect the character and context of their surrounding places. 




 

• Large institution with supporting 
services for campus users. 

 

• Land Use: Academic, office, 
research 
 

• Building Types: Low to mid-rise 
commercial, low to mid-rise mixed 
use, flex, mid-rise multi-family, civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1 - 15 stories   
 
• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 10K – 1M 

sq. ft. 
 
• Orientation: Local/collector, avenue, 

boulevard  
 
 

 

Districts: Campus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Campus is intended to accommodate single institutional users such as colleges, universities, or major health care facilities. 

If residential, retail, and neighborhood services are included they are typically intended to primarily serve those on the campus. 

Campuses may be separate from the surrounding area in design and function or may be woven into the fabric of the surrounding community.  
 




 

• Warehousing and distributive uses with 
moderate impacts due to: 

• Noise  
• Truck traffic 

 

• Land Use: Warehouse, distribution, light 
manufacturing, research, office 
 

• Building Types: Low to mid-rise 
commercial, low to mid-rise mixed use, 
flex, civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1- 3 stories 
 
• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 10K – 150K 

sq. ft. 
 
• Orientation: Avenue, boulevard  

 

Districts: Light Industrial 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Light Industrial is includes a range of  low intensity but large scale manufacturing and distribution activities that have a greater impact on surrounding areas, often due to noise and/or truck traffic.  

Light Industrial may include supportive commercial uses, such as restaurants and retail stores to support the large concentration of workers. 

The location of Light Industrial Districts is often dependent on the infrastructure needed  to accommodate it but this place should not be sited in locations that compromise the integrity of surrounding Neighborhoods and Centers. 




 

• Manufacturing and production uses with 
high impacts due to: 

• Scale 
• Noise 
• Odor  
• Truck traffic 

 

• Land Use: Outdoor storage, heavy and 
light manufacturing, warehouse, 
distribution, research, office 
 

• Building Types: Low to mid-rise 
commercial, low to mid-rise mixed use, 
flex, civic 
 

• Avg. Height: 1- 2 stories 
 
• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 20K – 300K 

sq. ft. 
 
• Orientation: Avenue, boulevard  
 

Districts: Heavy Industrial 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heavy Industrial is land uses in higher intensity manufacturing, assembly, and processing activities that have a greater impact on surrounding areas. 

Building size and scale, truck traffic, noise, light, and activity level and hours are some of the impacts typically associated with this place type. Therefore, they require buffering to lessen the impact.  

Heavy landscaping and limited and often controlled access reduce the permeability of the place type. This place is not prominent; it is located so it can be supported with necessary infrastructure, but is generally secluded from Neighborhoods and Activity Centers. 



ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 4th and final category is Activity Centers. 

And as the name suggests, these are our centers



Economic 
Centers 

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of Economic,



Cultural, Civic, Recreational, 

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
cultural, civic, and recreational activity. 




Places that draw people  

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the places that draw people from across neighborhoods, the City and even the region



Shopping and 
Entertainment  

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whether for shopping, entertainment or other purposes.



Intensity & 
Mix of Use 

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While these activities may also be found in other place types, Centers are where we find a larger concentration of them, 



Intensity & 
Activity 

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And where we relay on having a large  customer or employee base to contribute to the concentration of activity. 




Transit Supportive & Connected 

ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And where we prioritize infrastructure investments to ensure these concentrations of activity are well connected and accessible. 



ACTIVITY CENTERS 

Activity Centers include vibrant 
community gathering places, are 

designed to be compact and 
pedestrian-oriented, and are 

connected to public transit and 
active transportation networks.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many existing Activity Centers need reinvestment, infill development and/or improvements to urban design and connectivity for them to become more integrated, walkable places. 

Activity Centers are envisioned to be:

vibrant community gathering spaces
That are designed to be compact and pedestrian-oriented
And will be important areas for growth and change in the future. 




ACTIV ITY CENTERS  
C o m m u n i t y  

C e n t e r  
Community serving, 

mixed use area. 

R e g i o n a l  
C e n t e r  

 
Regionally serving, 

mixed use area. 
 

C e n t e r  C i t y  
Regional economic, 
civic, and cultural 
mixed use center. 

• A r e a s  o f  S e r v i c e  
• S c a l e  
• H e i g h t  
• A c c e s s i b i l i t y  

D i f f e r e n t i a t o r s  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity Centers range in scale from Charlotte’s Center City to Community Nodes and will be important areas for growth and change in Charlotte over the next 20 years.  

Many existing Activity Centers need infill development and/or improvements to urban design and connectivity for them to become more integrated, walkable places. 

Focusing much of our higher intensity growth in Centers will help achieve goals of providing residents access to public transit and active transportation, and helps us better align growth with infrastructure capacity. 

They are all mixed use and walkable places

But they vary based on their areas of service or geographies that they draw from. 

And they also vary based on their overall scale and intensity and levels of accessibility. 



• Community serving, mixed use area. 
• Horizontal and/or vertical integration 

 
• Land Use: Low to high-density residential, 

retail, office, eating/entertainment/dining, 
professional services, hotel 

 
• Building Types: Low to mid-rise commercial, 

low to mid-rise mixed use, live/work, low to 
mid-rise multi-family, civic 

 
• Avg. Height: 1 – 4 stories, Max. 8 

 
• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 45 – 60K sq. ft. 

  
• Overall node size: 300,000 sq. ft.  
 
• On-street, rear or side surface, deck parking 

 

Arboretum 

Cotswold 

Eastway Crossing 

Activity Center: Community Center 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Community Node is intended to provide for a concentration of commercial and civic activity, in a well-connected and walkable format, that typically serves several neighborhoods within 10 minute drive. 

While this place type is primarily comprised of retail, service and offices uses, moderate-intensity residential and institutional uses are also appropriate. 

These Nodes are typically located adjacent to major thoroughfares and offer a “park once” environment.
 
Community Nodes typically include low to mid-rise commercial or mixed use buildings and land uses may be either horizontally or vertically integrated.  Community Nodes are developed and maintained in such a way as to be compatible with adjacent residential properties .

This place likely to have 2 – 3 major tenants compared to the one in neighborhood node




• Regional serving, mixed use area. 
• Horizontal and/or vertical integration 

 
• Land Use: Moderate to high-density 

residential, retail, office, eating/entertainment/ 
dining, professional services, hotel 

 
• Building Types: Low to mid-rise commercial, 

low to mid-rise mixed use, live/work, low to 
mid-rise multi-family, civic, high-rise, stepped 
high-rise 

 
• Avg. Height: Up to 12 stories 

 
• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 150K sq. ft. 

  
• On-street, rear or side surface, deck parking 

 
 

South Park 

Whitehall/Ayrsley 

Activity Center: Regional Center 

Ballantyne 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regional Center is intended to provide for a diverse mix of land uses including retail, office, moderate to high-intensity residential, institutional and entertainment uses, often in vertically mixed use buildings. 

The intense concentration of activity serves as a regional destination and requires a high level of transportation accessibility and connectivity,
 
Regional Centers may include a range of building types from low-rise multifamily buildings to stepped high-rises. Vertical integration of uses is encouraged.  

Due to the concentration of homes and jobs, Regional Centers are generally located at key interstate interchanges and/or are connected to public transit.  They are also well connected internally by a multi-modal street network. 




• Regional economic, civic, cultural mixed use 
center 

• Vertical integration  
 

• Land Use: Moderate to high-density 
residential, retail, office, eating/entertainment/ 
dining, professional services, hotel 
 

• Building Types: High-rise, stepped high-rise, 
low to mid-rise commercial, low to mid-rise 
mixed use, live/work, low to mid-rise multi-
family, civic 
 

• Avg. Height: Unlimited 
 

• Avg. Non-Res. Bldg. Size: 400K – 1M sq. ft.  
 

• On-street, structured parking 

Activity Center: Center City 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Center City is intended as the most intensely developed of all Charlotte’s places and the economic, cultural and civic hub of the region. 

It includes a rich mix of vertically integrated land uses and has a high level of transportation access and connectivity through a network of major streets, interstates, and transit as well bike and pedestrian facilities
 
Center City may include a range of building types, however the predominant type is mid to high-rise buildings located close to one another and often abutting.  

Open space includes formal landscaping, urban street trees, public plazas and urban parks 




• Consultant is working on alignment of current districts and 
changes/new districts 
– Place Type work is informing consultant work on zoning districts 

and consultant work is informing staff work on Place Types 
 

• Continuing refinement of elements of Place Types with our 
partners 
 

• Refinement of Growth Framework  
 

• Preparation for Council Workshop 
 

• Public Engagement Strategy 
 

• Project Schedule 

Next Step with Place Type Palette 



Place  
Types 

Unified 
Development 

Ordinance 

Vision 

Implementation 

 
Place 
Type 

Framework 

UDO 
Annotated 

Outline 

Summer/Fall  
(2017) 

66 

City Council  
Update 

1. Place Types 
• Livable City Principles  
• Place Type Palette (Draft) 
• Relationship to Growth Framework (CCW) & 

Development Policies (GDPs) 

2. UDO Annotated Outline 
• What is in and where 
• Administration 
• Zoning district structure (based on Place Types)  

3. Ordinance Issue Matrix 
• Issues & direction 
• Priorities (e.g. TOD, PED) 

Place Types + UDO 



Place  
Types 

Unified 
Development 

Ordinance 

Vision 

Implementation 

2018 

Review &  
Adoption 

 
Place 
Type 

Framework 

Public 
Review 
Draft 
UDO 

Develop Draft Iterations 
and/or components for 

adoption 

UDO 
Annotated 

Outline 

Draft  
Document 
Place Types 

Testing & 
Refinement 

Review &  
Adoption 

67 

City Council  
Update 

Adopted 
Document 
Place Types 

Area/District 
Plan 

Updates 

2019 Summer/Fall  
(2017) 

Place Types + UDO 



Agenda Topics:  
(July Committee Meeting) 

Southend Vision Plan 
• Overview of recommendations 

• Outline review & Adoption Process 

 
Place Types 
• Follow-Up Discussion 

• Committee Input 

Next Steps 
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