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Livable city 

Vibrant economy 

Thriving natural environment 

Diverse population 

Choices for housing, education, 
employment 

Safe & attractive neighborhoods 

Citizen involvement   

Charlotte will continue to be one of the most 
livable cities in the country, with a vibrant 
economy, a thriving natural environment, a 
diverse population and a cosmopolitan outlook.  
Charlotteans will enjoy a range of choices for 
housing, transportation, education, 
entertainment and employment.  Safe and 
attractive neighborhoods will continue to be 
central to the City’s identity and citizen 
involvement key to its vitality.  

Charlotte’s Vision… 
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Activity Centers  
are generally appropriate for new growth, 

with generally increased intensity of 
development. 

 
Growth Corridors  

are priority locations for new growth, but 
may include specific neighborhoods 

for preservation. 

 
Wedges  

are predominantly low density residential 
with limited higher density housing 

and neighborhood serving 
commercial uses.   
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Implementing Our Vision: Centers, Corridors & Wedges 



Transportation 
Action  
Plan 
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Character 
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Comprehensive 
Transportation  
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Bikes 
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System  
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 Zoning & 
Development  

Ordinance 

Centers, 
Corridors & 

Wedges 
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Place-Based Ordinance 
Foundation 

Community Character Manual 
(CCM) 
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• Place-types will function as the 
foundation for zoning districts 

• Place types reinforce existing 
quality & character and/or 
facilitate change where desired 

• Place types established by the 
CCM will provide clear link to 
Zoning Map 

• Each place type may result in 
multiple zoning districts 

 

Place Types: Building on an existing foundation 



Place Types: What will they do? 

• Foundation for updated Development 
Ordinance 

• Fills Policy and Land Use gaps 

• Establishes a common language and 
vision for future area plans 
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Community Character & Place Types 
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OPEN SPACE DENSITY 

LAND USE 

HEIGHT 

STREETS 

SETBACK 

CHOICES 

SIDEWALKS 

PARKING 

What makes a “place”? 
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Insert pics of place type posters 



 Place Types 
 

From Working Farms to 
Metropolitan Centers 
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Place Types: Palette 
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Vision 

Primary Land Uses 

Secondary Land Uses 

Form & Pattern 

+ Orientation 
 
+ Maximum Building 
   Length 
 
+ Tree Canopy/ 
   Preservation 
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Tree lined streets with  
Office, Retail and Residential  

1 million sf Suburban Mall  

Where Am I? 

Place Types: Filling gaps in our public vocabulary  



Place Type Land Uses 

Form and Pattern 

Typical Lot 
Coverage 

Residential 
Density 

Non-
Residential 

Intensity 
(FAR) 

Building 
Types 

Prevailing 
Building 
Height 

Average   
Non-

Residential 
Building 

Size 

Orientation Transporta- 
tion Choices 

Typical 
Block 

Length 

Setback or 
Build to Line 

Maximum 
Building 
Length 

Tree 
Canopy/ 

Preservatio
n 

Open 
Space 

Elements 

Street 
Pattern Street Connectivity Parking Provisions 

Typical 
Street 
Cross 

Sections 

Transitions Zoning 
Districts 

Conservation-Based Subdivision                                         

Single Family Residential (PLU) Single Family 
Residential (SLU) Religious 
Institutions, Schools, Parks, 
Recreational Facilities, 
Daycares 

  Up to 8 
DUA 

  SF 
Detached, 
SF 
Attached, 
Accessory 
Dwelling 
Unit, Duplex 

1 - 3 stories Activate 
Street 
fronting 
façade (aka 
no blank 
walls) 

walk, bike, 
car, transit 

600' max 
(subdivision 
ord) 

Setback NA Tree save active/passi
ve parks, 
natural 
areas, 
greenways, 
gardens, 
recreation 
centers 
(language 
about 
connecting 
to greenway 
every x feet) 

    

Private and Shared 
driveways, On street 
parking, alley loaded 

Local Res 
(Sub) 

    

Mixed Residential (PLU) Single Family 
Residential, multi-family 
residential,  (SLU) Religious 
Institutions, Schools, Parks, 
Recreational Facilities, 
Daycares, Neighborhood 
Serving Commercial (Corner 
Store) 

  Up to 22 
DUA 

  Sf 
Detached, 
SF 
Attached, 
Accessory 
Dwelling 
Unit, 
Duplex, 
Quadraplex, 
Apartments, 
Assisted 
Living 
(include 
definition) 

1 - 3 stories Commercial 
limited to 
~2,000 sq. 
ft.,   

Activate 
Street 
fronting 
façade (aka 
no blank 
walls) 

walk, bike, 
car, transit 

500 - 600' 
max (sub 
ord) 

Setback  75 - 100'  Tree save active/passi
ve parks, 
natural 
areas, 
greenways, 
gardens, 
recreation 
centers 
(language 
about 
connecting 
to greenway 
every x feet) 

    

private and shared 
driveways, on street 
parking, rear parking 

Local Res 
(Sub) 

    

Form + Pattern Elements 

Pl
ac

e 
Ty

pe
 

• Centers, Corridors + Wedges 
• General Development Policy 
• Area Plans 

Align Form + Pattern with Existing Policy 



Place Types: CONNECT vs Future Land Use 



March – June 2016 

• TAP Committee & Planning Commission 
updates 

• 7 Public open house events 

• 445 Participants 
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Public Input: 
Education & input on community 
character and place-type framework 

Place Types: Next Steps 
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Place Types Process 
 

July – Dec 2016 Jan – June 2017 July-June 2018 

Opportunity for 
Engagement 

• Small group 
conversations + 
presentations 

• Online Tools (mapping 
+ commenting) 

Opportunity for 
Engagement 

• District Workshops 
• Online Tools 
 

Opportunity for 
Engagement 

• Open Houses 
• Online Tools 

 
• How the palette was 

developed  
• Intent and general 

application  
• Translation between adopted 

plans 
• Methodology for identifying 

areas of change 
• How place types work with 

UDO 
 

• Complete final draft of 
Community Character 
Manual 

  
• Update Place Type 

Map to reflect 
collaborative 
engagement efforts  

 Review & Adoption 
Process  



Phase 1 & 2 

Phase 3 

Phase 4 

6 Months 

18 Months 
Foundation & Approach 
• Define approach & goals  
• Define process and 

engagement plan 
• Define the Community 

Character policy  
• Establish the type and 

organization of Ordinance 
   
Community Character Policy 
• Create a policy foundation that 

links to new Ordinance.  
  

  
Draft Ordinance 
• Develop Draft Ordinance 
• Public & Stakeholder 

Engagement 
• Technical Review 

 
Community Character 
Review & Mapping 
• Public & Stakeholder 

Engagement 
• Mapping Review  

 
  

 

Adoption 
• Complete  public 

review & adoption  

TBD 
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Development Ordinance: Overall Schedule 
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