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December 1, 2014 



Why Are We Here? 

• Provide an overview of 
the University City Area 
Plan process  
– No action requested 

• Next Steps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to update the Commission on the Blue Line Extension station area planning effort.We want to provide an update on the University City Area Plan including the transit station area plans for the BLE. We are not requesting any action at this meeting. We want to share the progress of the plan and what to expect over the coming months.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
BLE will stretch 9.3 miles from 7th street in uptown. It is anticipated to open in 2017We adopted 6 transit station area plans in May 2013, there are 3 additional transit station area plans in this plan. The alignment will run down the middle of N. Tryon through most of the study area and end on UNC Charlotte’s main campus.Study Area boundariesQuestions about area orientation?Members of the team here today: Ben Miller, planner with CDOTKen Tippette, Bicycle Program ManagerHillary Ryan, CATS public and community relations specialist on BLESayra Brynn, CATS public and community relations specialist on BLE



University City Area Plan 
Process Recap 

December 2013 
Kickoff Meeting 

February 2014 
Second Meeting 

March 2014 
Third Meeting 

April 2014 to 
November 2014 

•Conceptual 
Discussions 

•Land Use 
•Transportation 
•Design 

•Review all policy 
recommendations 

•Identified need for 
more detailed 
policy guidance 

•Tailored policies 
for University 
City 

•New Area Plan 
format and 
content 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This process kicked off with the community about this time last year. This new approach to policy development was partially in response to feedback we received during the LUPA process regarding the need for clearer language and more guidance in our plans. Some of the changes you will notice are the terms used in the document, a glossary, and the overall format of the plan. Will go over those in this presentation.This month we will host a fourth community meeting to present draft recommendations and hopefully begin review and adoption process in January.



University City Area Plan 
Process Recap 

What we heard from the Community: 

Consideration for parks and 
open space 

Concern for impacts on other 
modes of transportation with 
addition of BLE infrastructure 

Better connectivity needed for 
destinations (library, 

university, hospital, transit 
stations) 

Major landmark needed for 
University City; Gateways 

Encourage pedestrian and 
bicycle access, especially 

to/from university campus 

Desire for “town center” 
concept in University City 

Preservation of 
environmentally sensitive 

features 

Importance of ground floor 
retail in transit station areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some of the comments we’ve heard throughout the planning process. We’ve addressed all of them with our updated policy recommendations but due to time, we’ll focus on some of the key ideas highlighted here. Consideration for parks and open space – the area is well served by greenways but lacking in parks and places to gather, recreate, or relax.Desire for “town center” concept in University City – University Place was envisioned to become the town center when the concept was first presented in the 80’s. It has the opportunity to build off of great access, existing open space, and established reputation.Major landmark needed or gateways for University City – recognize some opportunities to create distinct identity for this area at major intersections and along N. Tryon St. These are exemplified in the recommended policies, some of which we will go into more detail later in the presentation.



University City Area Plan 
New Format 

Character 
Areas 

• 11 Character 
Areas 

• General desired 
development 
patterns 

• The “Big Picture” 



University City Area Plan 
New Format 

Policy  
Areas 

• 23 Policy Areas 
• Specific Policy 

Guidance 
• Greater detail 

 



University City Area Plan 
New Format 

Building Blocks of 
Physical Form 

 
Land Use 

 
Design 

 
Transportation 

 
Open 
Space 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Land Use, design, the transportation network – including several modes, and open space are what we consider the building blocks of physical form. Each policy area has unique policies for each of these four components. 



University City Area Plan 
Policy Recommendations 

JW Clay Blvd./UNC Charlotte Transit Station Area 
• University City’s town center  
• Destination for shopping, working, 

living, and  entertainment 

• Transition from suburban to urban 
form 

• Active street fronts  
• Build off existing assets 

• Enhance pedestrian and bicycle 
network 

• New local streets and bridge 

• Consolidate required open space  
• Enhance existing features  
• Future Barton Creek Greenway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the interest of time we will provide a brief overview of the type of policy recommendations in this plan using JW Clay Blvd./UNC Charlotte transit station area as an example.The vision for the JW Clay Blvd./UNC Charlotte transit station area is to become University City’s town center. It should have a mix of retail, entertainment, employment, and housing and also include civic uses and public open space. Within ¼ mile (or 5 minute walk) of the station, a transit oriented mix of residential, office, civic, and retail uses in mixed use, multi-storied buildings is desired. Buildings should front streets and be activated by street level uses to create a pedestrian oriented environment. Building off existing characteristics, the plan recommends expanding existing pedestrian connections with open spaces integrated into new development. Within ½ mile (or 10 minute walk from the transit station), a mix of residential, office, civic, and retail uses is also recommended however intensification of the existing suburban form is anticipated over time. New development should expand the street and block network and integrate new connected open spaces, especially relating to the future Barton Creek Greenway.



University City Area Plan 
New Tools 

Interactive Online Map 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other feedback we received during the LUPA process was the desire for more opportunities to review recommendations outside of community meetings to reach a broader audience.Accessible from anywhere, can pull it up on their ipads or laptops if they want and follow along. www.UCAP.charlotteplanning.org Demo of map

http://charlotte.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=86f45294d45946c586b70e53d3d069bf


University City Area Plan 
Next Steps 

Next Steps: Review and Adoption 

Community 
Meeting 

Draft Document 
Available 

Public 
Comment Recommendation 

•December 9th, 
2014 

•Present draft 
recommendations 

•Online by 
December 23rd, 
2014 

•Planning 
Committee 
(January) 

•City Council 
(February) 

•Planning 
Committee 
(February) 

•City Council 
(March) 

Plan adoption by City Council anticipated in March/April 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overview of next steps and anticipated review and adoption schedule



University City Area Plan 
Thank You 

Thank You! 
 

http://UCAP.charlotteplanning.org 

http://ucap.charlotteplanning.org/
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