
U n i v e r s i t y  C i t y  A r e a  P l a n
LYNX Blue Line Extension

Transit Station Area Plans Update

f o r
University City Boulevard Station

McCullough Station
JW Clay Boulevard/UNC Charlotte Station

U n i v e r s i t y  C i t y  A r e a  P l a n

Prepared for:
The City of Charlotte and

The Charlotte Mecklenburg Planning Commission

Prepared by:
University City Partners (UCP)

Adopted by Charlotte City Council:
October 22, 2007

Prepared by:
City of Charlotte

November 21, 2014

DRAFT





DRAFT    Dec 19, 2014  

i

Plan Structure      page 7 
is organized by the following:  

Volume 1:  Introduction

Volume 2:  Concept Plan

Volume 3:  Implementation Guide

Volume 4:  Adopted Plans & Policies

Volume 5:  Appendix

Volume 2:  Concept Plan

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Department

DRAFT

List of Visuals:
Volume 1: Introduction		

Map 1: Plan Area Boundaries		   3

Table  of  Contents
Volume 1:  Introduction . . . . . . .  1

Plan Context					     2
Purpose					     2
Plan Boundaries				    2
Background					     4
Growth Framework				    4
The Light Rail Transit (LRT) Line	 5
Plan Development & Adoption Process	 6
Plan Organization				    6

Plan Structure					     7
Glossary of frequently used terms	         11

Volume 2:  Concept Plan . . . . .  13
Plan Vision and Goals		          14

Community Development Policies	        20

Character Area 1: University City Blvd       21 
			       Transit Station Area		

Policy Area 1a	        22
Policy Area 1b	        25
Policy Area 1c	        28

Character Area 2: Regional Services	        30 
			       Area South		   

Policy Area 2a	        31
Policy Area 2b	        33
Policy Area 2c	        35
Policy Area 2d	        37

Character Area 3: McCullough Transit	       40 
			       Station Area		  

Policy Area 3	        41

Character Area 4: Corridor Services	        44 
			       Area South 	

Policy Area 4a	        45
Policy Area 4b	        47

Plan Vision and Goals Maps
Map 2: Character Area Map		  15
Map 3: Policy Area Map		  16
Map 4: Recommended Future 		  17 
	      Land Use Map	
Map 5: Future Transportation		  18 
	     Network Map
Map 6: Public Facilities and		  19 
	     Environmental Features Map

NOTE: 

Community Development 
Policies

Character Area 1 - Character Area 11 
and their accompanying pages for  

each policy area contain detailed maps 
that are specific to their location.



University City Area Plan/LYNX Blue Line Extension Transit Station Area Plans Update

Dec 19, 2014    DRAFT

ii

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Department

DRAFT DRAFT

List of Visuals: 
Character Area 5: Primarily Residential	 49 
			       (Hampton Park)		   

Policy Area 5	 50

Character Area 6: Institutional/Utility	 53

 			       Policy Area 6	 54

Character Area 7: JW Clay Blvd/	  	     55	
		     	    UNC Charlotte 
			      Transit Station Area 	

Policy Area 7a	 56
Policy Area 7b	 59

Character Area 8: Regional Services	 61 
			       Area North		   

Policy Area 8	 62

Character Area 9: Corridor Services	 65 
			      Area North 	

Policy Area 9a	 66
Policy Area 9b	 68
Policy Area 9c	 70

Character Area 10: Primarily		  72 
			        Residential 	

Policy Area 10a	 73
Policy Area 10b	 75
Policy Area 10c	 77

Character Area 11: Institutional	 79
Policy Area 11a	 80
Policy Area 11b	 82

NOTE: 

Community Development 
Policies

Character Area 1 - Character Area 11 
and their accompanying pages for  

each policy area contain detailed maps 
that are specific to their location.

Volume 2:  Concept Plan continued

  E Mallard Creek Church R
dP

P

T

T

T

T

University
City Bv

McCullough

JW Clay Bv/
UNC Charlotte

10

1

2

3
4

5 6

7
8

9

11

I-8
5 University City Bv

UNC
Charlotte
Main

N
 T

ry
on

W
.T. Harris Bv

Character Areas



University City Area Plan/LYNX Blue Line Extension Transit Station Area Plans Update

DRAFT    Dec 19, 2014  

iii

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Department

DRAFT DRAFT

Transportation Policies			      84
Transportation Network Policies		     84
Street Cross-Sections			      89

Infrastructure and Public			    101 
Facilities Policies

Public Facilities/Infrastructure Policies	   101
Parks, Greenways and Recreational	   102 
Facilities Policies
Northeast Corridor Infrastructure	 	   102 
Program (NECI)

Natural Environment Policies	             103
Environmental Policies			     103

		

Volume 3:  Implementation Guide. . .    105
Introduction				      	  106

Public Sector Responsibilities		   106

Private Sector Responsibilities		   106

Implementation Strategies			    107

N. Tryon St. Corridor		   	  115

Volume 4:  Adopted Plans . . . . . 121 
                     and Policies  

Policies in Place to Guide Development    122
Adopted Plans and Policies			    122  
Centers, Corridors and Wedges Growth Framework	  
   General Development Policies (GDP) 
   Transportation ActionPlan 
   2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
   Transit Station Area Joint Development Principles & Policies 
   Greenway Master Plan 
   Urban Street Design Guidelines (USDG) 
   Transit Station Area Principles 
   

 

List of Visuals:
Volume 2:  Concept Plan	

Map 7: Future Transportation		  85 
	     Network Map

Map 8: South Area Cross-Section	 90 
	     Locations
Cross-Sections 
(South of W.T. Harris Boulevard)	
	 Avenues				    91
	 Boulevards			   93
	 Parkways			   94
	 Local Streets			   95

Map 9: North Area Cross-Section	 96 
	     Locations
Cross-Sections 
(North of W.T. Harris Boulevard)	
	 Avenues				    97
	 Boulevards			   98
	 Parkways			   99
	 Main Streets  		             100

Volume 3:  Implementation Guide
N. Tryon St. Corridor Graphics                115 

North Tryon Street Corridor Graphics 
Graphic A 			              116 
no retaining wall, with utility 
easement, outside a transit station area
Graphic B 			              117 
with large retaining wall, no utility 
easement, within a transit station area
Graphic C			              118 
no retaining wall, with utility 
easement, outside of a transit station 
area
Graphic D 			              119 
with retaining wall, with utility 
easement, within a transit station 
area
Graphic E 			              120 
no retaining wall, with utility 
easement, with wide right of way, 
within a transit station area

Volume 4:  Adopted Plans & Policies 
Map 10: 2030 Transit System Plan     128

Volume 2:  Concept Plan continued



University City Area Plan/LYNX Blue Line Extension Transit Station Area Plans Update

Dec 19, 2014    DRAFT

iv

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Department

DRAFT DRAFT

List of Visuals: 
Volume 5:  Appendix 	

Population and Employment Comparison       130 
for the Corridor and Metropolitan Area	
Education Levels for University	            131 
City Stations	
Employment for BLE University	           131 
City Stations
University City Stations Population      131          
2010 Census Data
Existing Land Cover		             132
UCAP/BLE Existing Neighborhood      144 
Data 2006-2010
Station Area Estimated Growth	           145 
2010-2035
University City Station Areas               153 
Street Classifications
Annual Ridership for Routes	           154 
Serving the Northeast Corridor 
Schedule Adherence for Routes	            155 
Serving the Northeast Corridor

Map 11: Land Cover & Tree Canopy      159
Map 12: Waters and Wetlands	                160
Map 13: Watersheds		               161
Map 14: Floodplains & Regulated Floodways   162
Map 15: Historic Areas/Properties          163
Map 16: Existing Land Use	              164
Map 17: Adopted Future Land Use             165
Map 18: Adopted Area Plans          166 
                     within University City       	
Map 19: Existing Neighborhoods	              167
Map 20: Existing Zoning	              168
Map 21: Generalized Zoning	              169
Map 22: 1⁄2 & 1⁄4 Mile Walk Distances       170
Map 23: Redevelopment Potential  171 
                         of Large Parcels          	
Map 24: Street Network/Classifications          172
Map 25: Planned & Programed Projects       173
Map 26: Existing Bus Network	             174
Map 27: Bikeways		               175

Volume 5: Appendix��������������������129 
                   (existing conditions)

Introduction				    129

Demographics	       130
Total Population and Employment	 130 

Environment	      132
Natural Environment/Features Along	  132 
Blue Line Extension Corridor	
Historic Area/Properties		   134 

Land Use and Design	       137
Existing Land Use/Design/Character	 137
Adopted Future Land Use	 143
Existing Neighborhoods	 144
Development Activity/Potential	 145 
Opportunities				  

Mobility			   151
Street Network for University	 151 
City Stations	
Public Transportation	 154
Bikeways and Major Pedestrian Ways	 156

Infrastructure and Public Facilities	       157
Schools	 157
Parks, Greenways and	 157 
Recreation Facilities	
Libraries	 157
Police, Fire and Post Offices	 158
Water and Sewer	 158


