
Nightclubs, Bars and Restaurants 

Community Outreach and Education 



 
It has become increasingly difficult to determine 
differences between uses that primarily serve food and 
those that primarily serve alcoholic beverages but may 
also serve food and provide forms of entertainment. 
  
Purpose and goals of this effort are to: 
 Adequately define the uses 
 Develop standards to minimize adverse impacts to 

nearby residential areas and, 
 Provide more flexibility to businesses 
 

 
 

 

Nightclubs Bars and Restaurants 
Text  Amendment Purpose & Goals 

 



 
 
 

Restaurant is defined as: 
An establishment designed, in whole  
or in part, to accommodate the  
consumption of food and/or beverages. 

 

 
 

 
 

Current Regulations 

Nightclub is defined as: 
Any commercial establishment 
serving alcoholic beverages and 
providing entertainment for patrons 
including bars, lounges, and 
cabarets. 
 

  



ZONING DISTRICTS WHERE NBL 
AND RESTAURANTS ARE PERMITTED 

B-1 
B-2 
UMUD 
MUDD 
PED 
RE-3 

I-1 
I-2 
TOD 
CC 
NS 



Charlotte’s Zoning Ordinance  
 Regulatory Document 
 Adopted by City Council through a 

legislative decision. 
 Changes (text amendments) are also made 

by legislative decisions. 
 

Charlotte’s Text Amendment Process 
 City Council:  Makes a legislative decision to 

amend the Ordinance.   
 

 Planning Commission:  Advisory 
recommendation  to the City Council, 
usually assigned to Zoning Committee 

Text Amendments 

 



Who Can Initiate a Text Amendment? 
 Any person or entity 
 

When Does Staff Initiate a Text Amendment?  
 Issue/problem with current regulations  
 Examples:   

• Differences between nightclubs and restaurants as 
hybrids emerge  

 
 New uses evolve  
 Examples:  Micro-Breweries and Electronic Game 

Operations 
 
 At request of City Council 

 

 

 
 

 

Initiating a Text Amendment 

 



Two Types of Text Amendments:  Major and Minor 
 
 

Minor/technical text amendments – No CAG Process 
 Section Reference Correction   

• Example:  Section 12.102(a)  should be 12.102(b). 
 

 
Major Text Amendments – Citizen Advisory Group Process 
 Staff notification process 

• Example: Restaurant, Bars & Nightclubs 
 

 
 

Staff Initiated Amendments 

 



CAG Process 

 Started process in 2011 held 4 meetings then stopped due to 
revisions being made to the Noise Ordinance 
 

 Reconvened group and held five CAG meetings since January 
2013 

 
Meeting #1: Project Overview and Issue Identification 
Meeting #2: Community Survey, Issues, Solutions 
Meeting #3: Opinion Polling and Discussion 
Meeting #4: Draft Recommendations  
Meeting #5: Draft Recommendations Discussion Cont. 
 

 Meetings 1-3 averaged 100+ participants 
 

 Meetings 4 & 5 averaged 15-20 participants 
 



DRAFT 
RECOMMENDATIONS 







Highlights of 
Proposed Changes 

 Creates new name for uses as Eating, Drinking, and 
Entertainment Establishments (EDEE) 
 

 Creates two types of EDEE: 
− Type 1: An establishment where food is prepared 

and beverages may be provided, excluding alcohol. 
Entertainment may be provided. 

− Type 2:  An establishment where  alcohol is 
consumed; food and other beverages are optional 
and there is late night entertainment. 
 

 
 
 



Highlights of 
Proposed Changes 

 Defines Entertainment Activity as including but not limited to: dancing, 
music theater or comedy performance, sporting event trivia game, or 
game of skill or chance.   

 
 Defines Outdoor Entertainment as any activity or game that is live, 

broadcast or recorded which occurs on the premise but outside the 
EDEE.  
 

 Defines Outdoor Seating/Activity Area as any area outside the permanent 
building, including patios, decks, rooftops, open areas, or parking lots 
where food or beverages are consumed or entertainment takes place. 
 

 Reduces the separation requirements for these uses by using proximity 
to a vacant lot or single family dwelling when either is located in a single 
family zoning district. 
 

 Creates consistent separation distances for urban districts (MUDD, 
UMUD, TOD, TS)  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
SEPARATION 

 
 



Highlights of 
Proposed Changes 

OUTDOOR SEATING AND ACTIVITY AREA 
 

 Outdoor Activity and Entertainment permitted in any 
Outdoor Seating/Activity Area outside the permanent 
building between the hours of 6am to 11pm. 
 

 Outdoor Activity that includes the consumption of food 
and alcohol with no entertainment allowed 11pm to 
6am under prescribed conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Highlights of 
Proposed Changes 

 ENTERTAINMENT 
 

− Entertainment Activity permitted inside and outside 
the permanent building. 
 

− Outdoor Activity and Entertainment permitted in any 
Outdoor Seating/Activity Area outside the 
permanent building between the hours of 6am to 
11pm. 
 

− Outdoor Entertainment permitted in any Outdoor 
Seating/Activity Area outside the permanent 
building between the hours of 11pm to 6am under 
prescribed conditions. 
 

 
 
 















Conclusions 



SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES 



Next Steps 

 Public outreach and education for feedback on 
proposed changes 
− CAG will be updated monthly of meeting dates 

and locations 
 Reconvene CAG to finalize recommendations 
 File text amendment (summer) 
 Hearing date Sept./Oct. 2013 
 Council Decision Oct./Nov. 2013 
 



QUESTIONS 
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