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Boston, MA 
 

RESTAURANT, LUNCH ROOM, CAFETERIA or other 
place for the service or sale of food or drink for on-premises 
consumption, provided that there is no dancing nor 
entertainment other than phonograph, radio and television, 
and that neither food nor drink is served to, or consumed by, 
persons while seated in motor vehicles. 
 
RESTAURANT USES -  a drive-in restaurant, restaurant, or 
take-out restaurant. 
 
TAKE-OUT RESTAURANT - sale over the counter, not wholly 
incidental to a local retail business, restaurant, or drive-in 
restaurant, of food or drink prepared on premises for off-premises 
consumption or for on-premises consumption if, as so sold, such 
food or drink is ready for take-out. A take-out restaurant shall 
include any restaurant with an accessory drive-through restaurant 
and any restaurant which serves its food and beverages primarily 
in disposable containers and provides disposable tableware. 
 
PLACE FOR SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF FOOD AND 
BEVERAGES -(other than drive-in restaurant) providing 
dancing or entertainment or both; theater (including motion 
picture theater but not drive-in theater); concert hall; dance 
hall; skating rink; bowling alley; pool room; billiard parlor; 
other social, recreational or sports center conducted for 
profit; or any commercial establishment maintaining and 
operating any amusement game machine (other than as an 
accessory use) provided that such establishment is customarily 
open to the public at large and does 

Chicago, IL RESTAURANT - An establishment primarily engaged in serving 
prepared food to the public pursuant to required licenses, 
including those with outdoor seating areas. 
 
LIMITED RESTAURANT - A restaurant in which there is no 
service of alcoholic liquor or in which the service of alcoholic 
liquor is clearly incidental and subordinate to the primary activity 
(prepared food service) and in which live entertainment or 
dancing, if any, is clearly incidental and subordinate to the 
primary activity (prepared food service). 
 
GENERAL RESTAURANT -  A restaurant in which alcoholic 
liquor may be served in conjunction with the primary activity 
(prepared food service) and in which live entertainment and 
dancing are permitted in completely enclosed areas. 

Ft. Worth, TX RESTAURANT - Place which is regularly open in a bona fide 
manner; which is used and kept open for the service of food to 
customers for compensation; which has suitable seating for 
guests; which has suitable facilities for preparation and service of 
an assortment of foods commonly ordered at various hours of the 
day or night and the serving of food is the primary business of 
such place, and which may, as an accessory use, provide patrons 
with space for dancing or permit patrons to dance. Includes 
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restaurants legally authorized (by duly issued permits from the 
city and state) to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises.  
 
RESTAURANT, DRIVE-IN - Any restaurant providing car 
service. 
 

New York, NY Uses listed in Zoning Ordinance: 
 
Eating or drinking establishments with entertainment and a 
capacity of more than 200 persons. 
 
Eating or drinking establishments with entertainment but not 
dancing with a capacity of 200 persons or less. 
 
Eating or drinking establishments with entertainment and a 
capacity of more than 200 persons or establishments or any 
capacity with dancing. 
 
Eating or drinking establishments, including those which provide 
outdoor table service or have music for which there is no cover 
charge and no specified show time, and those which “accessory” 
drive-through facilities. 
 
Eating or drinking establishments with musical entertainment 
but not dancing, with a capacity of 200 persons or less. 
 
Eating or drinking establishments including those which provide 
musical entertainment but not dancing, with a capacity of 200 
persons or less, or outdoor table services, which have “accessory” 
drive-through facilities. 
 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

EATING AND DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS - Uses that 
prepare or serve food or beverages for on- or off-premise 
consumption. Establishments that meet the definition of a use 
classified in the eating and drinking establishments use 
subcategory and that also include occasional live entertainment 
may be classified as eating and drinking establishment uses, 
provided that any establishment that meets the definition of a 
nightclub and private club use must be classified and regulated as 
a nightclub and private club (See § 14-601(7)(c)(.3) (Nightclubs 
and Private Clubs)). The following are eating and drinking 
establishment specific use types: 
 
PREPARED FOOD SHOP - An establishment that does not 
meet the definition of a take-out restaurant (see § 14-
601(7)(f)(.2)), that offers seating or carry out food and beverage 
service or both, and that is primarily engaged in the sale of 
prepared food, non-alcoholic beverages, cold refreshments, or 
frozen desserts. Prepared food shops include establishments 
known as sandwich shops, delis, coffee shops, and ice cream 
shops. A prepared food shop has all of the following 
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characteristics: 
(.a)     Includes customer seating on the lot. The number of seats 
shall not exceed 20 seats; and 
(.b)     Does not utilize commercial cooking appliances that have 
requirements for exhausting air contaminants. 
 
TAKE-OUT RESTAURANT - An eating and drinking 
establishment that has any one or more of the following 
characteristics: 
(.a)     a drive-through or walk-up window; 
(.b)     a service counter where all customers pay for their ordered 
items before consumption and all food and beverages are served 
on disposable ware for consumption, except that cafeterias 
primarily engaged in serving food and beverages for on-premise 
consumption are considered sit-down restaurants if take-out 
service is clearly incidental to the principal use; 
(.c)     no interior customer seating; or 
(.d)     no public restrooms. 
 
SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT - An eating and drinking 
establishment that does not meet the definition of a take-out 
restaurant (see § 14-601(7)(f)(.2)) or prepared food shop (see § 
14-601(7)(f)(.1)), including establishments that primarily engage 
in cooking food on the premises and selling it to customers 
primarily for on-premise consumption. 
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