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COMMUNITY 11 Communities with One Definition for Nightclub, 
Bar or Lounge 

Charlotte, NC Nightclub:  Any commercial establishment serving alcoholic 
beverages and providing entertainment for patrons including bars, 
lounges, and cabarets. 
 

Austin, TX 
         
 

Cocktail lounge: use of a site for retail sale of alcoholic 
beverages for consumption on the premises, including taverns, 
bars, and similar uses, except for restaurants. 
 

 
Baltimore, MD   

Tavern:   A business establishment that: (1) is devoted primarily 
to serving alcoholic beverages to the public for on premises 
consumption; and  (2) might or might not also:  (i) serve food; 
and (ii) sell alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption. 
 

Boston. MA 
 

Bar:  An establishment devoted primarily to the retailing and on-
premises drinking of alcoholic beverages. Such establishment 
may or may not serve food, and may or may not include dancing 
or entertainment. 
 

Chicago, IL 
 

 Tavern:  An establishment that is primarily engaged in serving 
alcoholic liquor for consumption on the premises and in which 
the serving of prepared food, live entertainment and dancing are 
permitted. 

Cincinnati, OH 
 

Drinking Establishments:  Bars, nightclubs, lounges or dance 
halls serving beverages for consumption on the premises as a 
primary use and including on-site service of alcohol, including 
beer, wine and mixed drinks. 
 

Columbia SC 
 

Drinking place: An establishment engaged in the retail sale of 
drinks, such as beer, ale or wine for consumption on the premises.  
 

Huntersville, NC   
 

Nightclub:  Any commercial establishment serving alcoholic 
beverages and/or providing entertainment for patrons, including 
bars, lounges, taverns, cabarets, and similar establishments. 
 

Nashville/Davidson County 
Metro , TN 
 

After hours establishment:  Any establishment open to the 
general public at any time between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 
6:00 a.m., which has for its primary purpose entertainment, teen 
clubs, dance clubs, and establishments which feature the playing 
of live or recorded music. If the establishment requires a cover 
charge upon entry, contains a dance floor, or uses either a disc 
jockey or a live band, it shall be considered an 'after hours 
establishment,' regardless of whether the establishment serves or 
sells prepared food for consumption.  
   

Philadelphia, PA 
 

Nightclubs and Private Clubs:  An establishment where 50 or 
more people regularly congregate primarily for entertainment 
purposes in the form of dancing or live or recorded music. The 
establishment may serve food or beverages to patrons for on- or 
off-premise consumption or may have one or more temporary or 
permanent area(s) set aside for the purpose of dancing by the 
patrons of the establishment. Such establishments may include, 
but are not limited to, discotheques, cabarets, private clubs, 



Link 1 
 

COMMUNITY 11 Communities with One Definition for Nightclub, 
Bar or Lounge 

banquet halls, and similar places of assembly. 

Seattle, WA   
 

Drinking establishment:  means an establishment other than a 
restaurant, licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption 
on premises; that limits patronage to adults of legal age for the 
consumption of alcohol; and in which limited food service may 
be accessory to the service of alcoholic beverages. Drinking 
establishments may include but are not limited to taverns, 
saloons, brewpubs, bars, pubs, or cocktail lounges associated with 
restaurants. 
 

Washington, D.C.  Cabaret: a restaurant or nightclub providing as the main focus of 
its business, programs of live entertainment such as singing, 
dancing, comedy, literary readings, or performance art. In a 
cabaret, the clientele generally sit at tables in order to watch the 
entertainment and are attended by waiters or waitresses who serve 
food or drink. Typically, there may be more than one show in an 
evening and a complete turnover in patrons.  
 

  


