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• Feature durable, sustainable materials that provide variety and avoid the use of 
stucco and vinyl siding when feasible. 

• Maintain 50 percent transparency on the ground floor of all commercial uses 
adjacent to public spaces and rights-of-way.

• Utilize architectural, energy-efficient lighting where feasible. 

• Direct lighting away from adjacent properties and roadways, and shield as 
necessary. 

• Provide architectural accent lighting on building exterior.

Distinguish ground floor facades from upper 
stories

Use architectural, pedestrian scale lighting 
throughout development

Utilize architectural elements such as brick and 
pre cast stone to complement UNCC building 
materials. 
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Signage
Signage is an important part of a building’s architectural character. Appropriately scaled 
signage adds interest to the pedestrian and street level environment. Signage can help 
unify the architectural concept of a building and help to provide a unique identity  for 
individual businesses. 

Goal: Encourage the use of integrated signage elements to enhance the 
attractiveness and quality of urban development. 

Objective: Utilize appropriately scaled signs that incorporate architectural elements 
integrated with the overall building design. 

Guidelines:

• Provide signage to identify individual storefronts, buildings and uses along public 
spaces and sidewalks. 

• Avoid the use of large, single signs, pole signs, and ground-mounted signs with 
multiple tenants and large amounts of text. 

• Implement a clear “way-finding” signage system for both vehicles and pedestrians. 

• Avoid the use of neon and back-lit signage, specifically along single family residential 
edges on Sandburg Avenue. 

• Integrate the location and design of signage with the overall building architecture. 

• Feature similar sizes, materials, colors and lettering throughout the development’s 
signage.

Integrate location and design of signage with 
building architecture

Utilize architectural signage to create a sense of 
place
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Create an internal spine street 
that provides on-street parking 

and building ingress/egress

Mirror key ingress/egress to 
that of UNC Charlotte to unify 

development

Improve pedestrian 
connections to UNCC 

campus

First floor storefronts are 
strongly encouraged along 

University City Boulevard and 
internal street network

Scale back development 
adjacent to single-family 

residential

Utilize public open spaces 
to transition to single family 

uses

Figure 13: Design Scenario for University City Boulevard

Minimize access points 
along Sandburg Avenue
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Conclusion

As the area along University City Boulevard and adjacent to the UNC Charlotte 
campus redevelops, it is important to guide development in a way that successfully 
accommodates growth and responds to the context of the campus and its surrounding 
environment. To that end, this document sets the stage for future growth and 
development consistent with the community’s vision for the future outlined in the 
University City Area Plan. 

The recommendations in this document are intended to help ensure that development 
occurs in such a way that it contributes to the long term sustainability of the area 
and helps to fulfill the vision set forth by both the University City Area Plan and 
UNC Charlotte Master Plan. These recommendations will be used as a resource for 
evaluating development proposals, rezoning petitions, transportation and roadway 
plans, public improvements, and similar activities.




