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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Dilworth 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  505 East Tremont Avenue 
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Addition 
 
APPLICANT:   Thomas Simpson 

 
The application was continued from October for the following:  1) Re-study the column detail and porch 
configuration, 2) Select a brick color that matches/complements the original brick, 3) Provide a revised column 
detail cross section that extends the roof. 
 
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Context 
The existing structure is a one story brick duplex constructed in 1950. It is listed as non-contributing in the 
Dilworth National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Project 
The project is a front porch addition to the front and side entrances. The front porch dimensions are 8’ x 27’ and 
the side is approximately 8’ x 8’.  The brick steps would be replaced with wood steps. New columns are wood, 
10” square, with wood handrails. Siding material in the gable is wood lap and brick crawl space. The applicant 
has submitted revised drawings of the porch design.  
 
Design Guidelines - Porches, page 6.14 

1. Include a porch in the design of new residential construction when the majority of surrounding existing 
houses also contains a porch. 

2. Design new porches to complement the size, proportion, placement and rhythm of existing historic 
porches within its context. 

3. Ensure that the new porch is compatible with the overall architectural vocabulary/style of the new 
building. 

4. Porches shall have a minimum depth of 8 feet. 
5. Substitute materials are not allowed for front porch floors. Frame porches shall have tongue and groove 

floors laid perpendicular to front elevation of house. 
 

Design Guidelines for Additions, page 7.2 
1. Attempt to locate the addition on the rear elevation so that it is minimally visible from the street.  
2. Limit the size of the addition so that it does not visually overpower the existing building.  
3. Attempt to attach new additions or alterations to existing buildings in such a manner that, if such 

additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
building would be unimpaired.  

4. Maintain the original orientation of the structure. If the primary entrance is located on the street 
facade, it should remain in that location.  

5. Maintain the existing roof pitch. Roof lines for new additions should be secondary to those of the 
existing structure. The original roof as visible from the public right-of-way should not be raised.  
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6. Make sure that the design of a new addition is compatible with the existing building. The new work 

should be differentiated from the old while being compatible with its massing, form, scale, directional 
expression, roof forms and materials, foundation, fenestration, and materials.  

 

 
 
 
Staff Analysis -The Commission will determine if the proposal meets the guidelines for additions. 
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