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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Wesley Heights 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  700 South Summit Avenue 
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: New Construction  
 
APPLICANT/OWNER:  Josh Allison (Jonathan Romero, owner) 
  
The application was continued for 1) height reduction to 29’-8” or less, 2) specify the front setback location (no 
more than 2 feet from adjacent house), and 3) move mechanical units to rear yard if feasible. 
 
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Conditions 
The existing site is a vacant lot.  Adjacent structures are multi-family and single family residences.  The grade 
rises 3-4 feet above the sidewalk.  There is a mature tree at the rear corner of the site.  The Sanborn map from 
1953 shows a two story duplex structure on the site. 
 
Proposal 
The proposal is a two story single family structure. The proposed front setback is 30 feet from the building as 
noted in the deed.  Materials include brick, cedar siding and wood trim.  Windows are wood Simulated True 
Divided Light (STDL). Other features include eave brackets, exposed rafter tails, wood hand rails and covered 
rear patio with a metal roof.  The applicant is requesting the use of Hardie Artisan lap siding and to locate the 
mechanical units in the side yard toward the rear and screened per the design guidelines.  
 
Policy & Design Guidelines for New Construction, page 34 
New construction in Local Historic Districts has an obligation to blend in with the historic character and scale of 
the Local Historic District in which it is located. Designs for infill projects and other new construction within 
designated Local Historic Districts must be designed with the surroundings in mind. The Historic District 
Commission will not specify a particular architectural style or design for new construction projects. The scale, 
mass and size of a building are often far more important than the decorative details applied. However, well 
designed stylistic and decorative elements, as well as building materials and landscaping, can give new 
construction projects the attributes necessary to blend in with the district, while creating a distinctive character 
for the building. New construction projects in Local Historic Districts must be appropriate to their surroundings. 
 
The Historic District Commission will review the building details for all new construction as part of their 
evaluation of new construction project proposals. 
 
Policy & Design Guidelines for Mechanical Units, page 22 and 55 

1. Rear yards are the preferred location for mechanical units. Such locations are eligible for administrative 
approval. 
2. Mechanical units are not allowed in the front yards of residential structures, unless the full HDC finds 
that there is no other technically feasible alternative. In such cases, a screening plan must be approved by 
the HDC prior to installation. 
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3. Mechanical units are allowed in side yards, but only if they are adequately screened from the street and 
adjoining properties in an appropriate manner. 
 

 
Staff Analysis 
The Commission will determine if the proposal meets the guidelines for new construction. 





Shannon Hughes

716 Grandin Road

Charlotte, NC 28208

Historic District Commission

600 E. Fourth Street (8th FL)

Charlotte, NC 28202

Dear Historic District Commission Members,

January 5, 2015

My name is Shannon Hughes and I am President ofthe Wesley Heights Community Associatlon and also

an avid fan of historic homes and historic distrlcts. llive on Grandin Road and lovetheWesley Heights
Community. I certainly appreciate all oflhe work and effort you guys are doing to help improve the
process and also maintain the integrity ofour historic districts. I can only imagine the difficult task to
keep the historic characteristics ofthese districts relevant while not stiiling upgrades for modern living.

Mr. Johnaton Romaro and I met last week to review his home plans and he explaihed that he has been

before the commission. He also wanted me alon8with severalother neighborsto review and conflrm
thatthe community feels the new construction is appropriatefor Wesley Heights. He explained in the
first meeting it was recommended for him to lower the roof line by 4 inches.....Thanks for hearing our
concerns a few weeks ago about scale and size. He also me ntioned the HVAC unit o n the Side of the
house being a possible issue with the commission.

I would like to assure the comm;ssion that havingthe HVAC unit on the side ofthe house is not a

concern for most residents in the community as many of us have our units on the sjde because of a lack

to place them anywhere else. He explainedthe unitwould be set closer to the back section ofthe house

and would be shielded with shrubberyfrom the street. l've asked severalresidents if they tho ught this

was a problem. AII have agreed that it is not an issue with them. We certainly don't want to have HVAC

units on the front of the house or even in very noticeable areas towards the front part ofthe structure

but towards the back should be oflittle concern.

ljust wanted to ask that you consider Mr. Romero's request to keep the HVAC on the side ofthe
residence with the provision that he will plant shrubbery, etc. to make it blend into the landscape, We

appreciate his tryingto build an appropriate home on the vacant lot. lt willsurely enha.ce the first
block ofS. Summit as you enter from West Morehead Street. His attention to detailand historic

accurary supersede many ofthe new builds that have happened in the community overthe past 15

Best Regards,

Jh*,,-
Shannon Hughes
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