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U.S. Dept. of Interior-Preservation Brief 
“Dangers of Abrasive & Chemical Cleaning to  

Historic Buildings 
 

• Chemical or physical treatments, such as 
sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 
materials shall not be used.  The surface 
cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall 
be undertaken using the gentlest means 
possible.” – The Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 

Gentlest Means Possible 
 

• A third cleaning technique which may be 
recommended to remove dirt, as well as 
stains, graffiti or paint, involves the use of 
commercially available chemical cleaners or 
paint removers. 

• It is almost impossible to remove paint from 
masonry surfaces without causing some 
damage to the masonry, and it is best to 
leave the surfaces as they are or repaint 
them if necessary. 

The U.S. Secretary of Interior’s 
Guidelines for Rehabilitation Historic 

Building-Masonry 
 

• While masonry is among the most 
durable of historic building materials, 
it is also very susceptible to damage 
by improper maintenance or repair 
techniques and harsh or abrasive 
cleaning methods. 
 

NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
• Sandblasting brick or stone surfaces 

using dry or wet grit or other 
abrasives.  These methods of cleaning 
permanently erode the surface of the 
material and accelerate deterioration. 

• Cleaning with chemical products that 
will damage masonry, such as using 
acid on limestone or marble, or 
leaving chemicals on masonry 
surfaces. 

• Applying high pressure water 
cleaning methods that will damage 
historic  masonry and the mortar 
joints. 

• Removing paint that is firmly 
adhering to, and thus protecting,  
masonry surfaces. 

• Using methods of removing paint 
which are destructive to masonry, 
such as sandblasting, application of 
caustic solutions, or high pressure 
waterblasting. 

Division 4, Section 04200 Concrete 
Masonry Specifications 

 
3.02 PREPARATION 
A. Establish Lines, Levels, and Coursing 

 
3.03  COURSING 
A. Placement:  Place Concrete 

Masonry . Unit to lines and levels 
indicated. 

B. Uniformity:  Maintain masonry 
courses to uniform width.  Make 
vertical and horizontal joints equal 
and of uniform thickness 

 
3.04 PLACING AND BONDING 
A. Bed and Head Joints: 
         1.  Joint Thickness: 
               a.  Construct 3/8 inch bed and   
                     head joints unless otherwise 
                      indicated. 
          3.  Tool head and bed joints  
                concave unless below grade or  
                above ceiling height and to be  
                 concealed. 
In-Progress Cleaning 
• Remove excess mortar 
• Dry brush exposed masonry prior to 

the end of each workday. 
• Protect wall from mud splatter and 

mortar droppings. 
• Place Concrete Masonry Unit such 

that mortar does not run down the 
face of the wall or smear the 
masonry face. 
 

3.05 TOLERANCES:  Erect masonry 
within the following tolerances from 
specified dimensions: 
• Mortar joint thickness 
• Bed:  Plus or minus 1/8 inch or plus 

1/8 inch. 
• Head:  Plus 3/8 inch or minus ¼ inch 
• Collar:  plus 3/8 inch or minus ¼ inch 
 
 


















