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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Dilworth 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  600 East Boulevard 
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Addition/Site Features 
 
APPLICANT:   Constantine Vrettos 
  
Details of Proposed Request  
Existing Conditions 
The location is the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral Complex.  The cathedral, c. 1951, is a 
Gothic/Byzantine design with basilica, projecting gabled sections and flanking towers.  The Hellenic Center, c. 
1967, is a brick two story arcaded structure. On the left side is a playground surrounded by a metal picket fence.  
Site features include a plain concrete plaza with landscaping.   
 
Proposal 
The proposal is a renovation, addition and new site features. The project includes an elevator which requires an 
addition to the left and right side of the Cathedral.  On the right side the existing wheelchair ramp will be 
redesigned to meet code and will be covered.   The courtyard between the church and the community will be 
improved with new concrete pavement, planters, decorative lighting, benches and three flag poles.  A new 
covered walkway will connect the Cathedral, community center and parking lot.  Materials and architectural 
details will match and complement the existing structures. 
 
Policy & Design Guidelines - Additions  
Additions to existing structures in Local Historic Districts have a responsibility to complement the original 
structure. Additions should reflect the design, scale and architectural style of the original structure. The 
following guidelines are intended to encourage addition designs that are compatible with the existing structure, 
while not fully mimicking the original design. 
 

 

 
 

Charlotte Historic District Commission  Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness  
Staff Review      Date: July 8, 2015 
HDC 2015-134 



2 
 
 

2.   Additions must respect the original character of the property, but must be distinguishable from the original 
construction. 

 
3.   All additions to the front or side of existing properties must be of a design that is sensitive to the character 

and massing of the existing structure. 
 
4.   Additions to the front or side of existing structures that are substantially visible from a street must go before 

the full Commission. 
 
Landscape and Site Features: 
1. Inspiration for the design of these structures should be drawn from similar historic structures found in the 

Local Historic District. 
 
2. Not all landscape structures are appropriate for every lot in the 

Local Historic District; a retaining wall is not suitable for a flat lot. 
 
3. Historic precedents indicate appropriate materials such as stone, brick and concrete. 
 
4. Historic site features are considered integral parts of Local Historic District properties, and cannot be 

removed without the review of the HDC or its Staff. 
 
5. Walks and walkways in front and side yards or those that are substantially visible from the street should 

follow the historic design precedents of their environment. 
 
6. Certain modern materials for landscape and site features are not allowed without the approval of the Historic 

District Commission. 
• Interlocking concrete block 
• Treated landscaping timbers 
• Railroad ties 
• Pre-fabricated lattice 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       S
taff Analysis 
The HDC will determine if the proposal meets the guidelines for Size, Scale, Massing, Fenestration, Rhythm, 
Materials and Context. 
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THE LIGHTER IMAGE IS THE EXISTING PART OF THE BUILDING
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