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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Wilmore 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 1701 Merriman Avenue 
  
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Porch Addition 
 
OWNER:   Kevin Miller 
 
APPLICANT:   Daedalus 
  
 
Details of Proposed Request   
Existing Conditions 
The existing home is a one story ranch type house built in 1948.  The home sits on a corner lot in Wilmore.  The 
small front porch is accessed from a side facing front door. 
 
Proposal 
The proposal is the enclosure of the existing porch, replaced by a more suitable front porch design. The front 
door will be relocated to face the street, the porch floor expanded and new roof constructed with a front gable 
supported by traditional piers and columns.  Gable material will be wood siding.  Porch deck will be wood, the 
foundation will be wrapped in brick with new steps.  Windows will be restored and new front door installed. 
 
Policy & Design Guidelines for Additions 

 
Additions to existing structures in Local Historic Districts have a responsibility to complement the original 
structure.  Additions should reflect the design, scale and architectural style of the original structure.  The 
following guidelines are intended to encourage addition designs that are compatible with the existing structure, 
while not fully mimicking the original design. 
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Enclosure of Porches 
Porches are an important part of the residential sections of older neighborhoods. The Historic District 
Commission strongly discourages porch enclosures in an effort to maintain the design integrity of both individual 
buildings and the overall streetscape in historic districts. 
 

1. All proposals for the enclosure of all or any part of a front, side or rear porch which are 
substantially visible from a street will be reviewed by the full Historic District Commission. 

 
2. It is not appropriate to enclose a front porch or balcony on the front of an historic 

building. The full enclosure of a front porch is not allowed. 
 

3. Front porch enclosures that reorient the entrance away from the street elevation of a building 
are not allowed. 

 
4. Enclosure of side porches and balconies is discouraged. If enclosure of a side porch or balcony is 

required for a new use, the enclosure should be designed to ensure that the historic character 
and features of the porch are preserved. 

 
5. All porch enclosures must be plausibly reversible. Permanent elements that could preclude the 

reversibility of the enclosed porch are not allowed. 
 
Restoration 
In many cases, buildings and sites in Local Historic Districts have been altered over the years in ways that 
compromised their historic design. Often, photographic, physical or other evidence exists that can guide 
interested property owners in restoring a building’s original appearance and character. The Historic District 
Commission wants to encourage and support property owners taking this approach. 
 

1. In cases where properly documented restoration work consists of removing added elements to a  
 building or site, the HDC Staff can grant administrative approval. 
 
2.     In cases where properly documented restoration work consists of adding removed elements to a  
 building, the HDC policy on Additions and other relevant policies will apply. 

 
Staff Analysis 

The proposal meets all of the guidelines for additions. 
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