
 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:  2100 Sarah Marks Av, Dilworth Local Historic District HDC 2013-021 
 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST:  Tree Removal 
 
OWNER:    Mary Salley Griffith  
 
APPLICANT:    Mary Salley Griffith 
  
    
 

Details of Proposed Request 

This application request approval for the removal of a large tree at the front of this house, located at the 
intersection of Sarah Marks Avenue and Ideal Way in Dilworth.  

 

Relevant HDC Design Guidelines 

• Landscaping: Tree Removal 
 

Staff Analysis 

This tree is a large poplar tree, as shown on the attached aerial photograph. The property owner/applicant is 
concerned about the condition and safety of the tree.  

The attached letter from Gus’s Tree Service stated that the tree is: 

 Too large for the lot 
 Leaning over the house and the adjacent house 
 Is stabilized only by a taut cable connected to an adjacent poplar tree 
 Based on a very shallow root system that is destroying the front yard walkway 

In addition, the letter also states that the tree is adversely impacting the adjacent poplar tree and is a risk to 
fall in a high rain and wind environment, causing “substantial damage to both residences”. 
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HDC Design Policy on Landscaping says in part: 

Tree Removal: 
 

1. A Certified Arborist should be consulted in all applications regarding the removal of trees, and 
regarding the planting of trees when necessary. For full HDC review cases, a written 
recommendation from a Certified Arborist may be required. 

 
2. The removal of dead or diseased trees will not require a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided 

a written assessment by a Certified Arborist is submitted to HDC Staff in advance, and that the 
HDC Staff judges that removal is justified. Otherwise, the removal request will be reviewed by the 
full Historic District Commission. 

 
3. Trees in rear yards that are less than six inches in diameter may be removed with administrative 

approval.  
 
4. Large healthy trees in rear and side yards that make a major contribution to the neighborhood 

tree canopy cannot be removed without the approval of the full Historic District Commission. 
 

Due to the size and prominence of this tree, HDC staff determined that this request should be referred to the 
Full Historic District Commission for review.  
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