Charlotte Historic District Commission Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

Staff Review December 12, 2012
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 400 East Boulevard, Dilworth Local Historic District HDC 2013-002
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: Signage
OWNER: City of Charlotte — Charlotte Housing Authority
APPLICANT: Ritelite Signs, Inc.

Details of Proposed Request

This application seeks approval of a sign to be installed on an office building at 400 East Boulevard. The
proposed sign, as shown on the attached plan, is to be wall mounted over the entrance to this building, and
fabricated of illuminated channel letters and logo.

Relevant HDC Design Guidelines
e Signage
Staff Analysis
The proposed sign for this property is an attached wall sign that works out to roughly 27.5 square feet in size.

The sign specifications include letters and a logo design that are channel lit, causing these elements to glow in
darker conditions.

This property is zoned O-2.
Current HDC Policy on Signage says in part:

1. Signs should not exceed six feet in height or ten square feet in area.

The Policy also states:

10. Signs may be lit with unobtrusive ground-mounted spotlights, or other unobtrusive
lighting as the HDC may approve. Signs may not flash, blink, or glow from within.
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The HDC has in the past in certain circumstances allowed exceptions to the signage policy. One of the
justifications of such exceptions in the past is the use of an engineered sign space on the building for a sign,

and that the proposed sign is also proportional to the building. This appears to staff to be the case in this
proposal.

The lighting issue on this proposal would require an exception to policy being granted, but such exceptions
have been granted in the past in similar circumstances.
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